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(Call to order at 1:35 p.m)

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Good aft er noon,
| adi es and gentlenmen. | would Iike to wel cone you
all to this very inportant neeting today, Tuesday
June 6, 2023, in the city of Portsmouth Cty Counci
chanbers. As referenced for our guest today,
UP-23-12 is being deferred until July 18, 2023. And
that will change the order of our agenda. That was
made avail able to you.

Madam Secretary.

M5. JACKSON: Thank you, Madam Chai r man.

Conmi ssioners, we will now have roll call.
Pl ease indicate your presence electronically.

(Roll Call)

MS. JACKSON: Six nmenbers of the Planning
Commi ssi on are present.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oners, before
you are the mnutes of the May 2, 2023, public
hearing. |If there aren't any changes, we are in
need of a notion.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  Madam Chair, | do
have sone things | need to question about the
m nut es.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oner
Jiggetts, could you speak into the m crophone.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: My apol ogy.

In the mnutes, it had indicated that --

this is fromlast nonth, May -- had indicated on the
project on the market for Suffolk. | don't think
that's correct. It was the applicant under the

UP-23-08. And, obviously, it's our project in
Portsmouth. So | don't think that was an accurate
reference. So | wll ask that that be checked to
make sure for clarity sake. That was the main
thing. So | don't want to say correction because we
need to check it to see if that's what the applicant
actual | y stat ed.

CHAIl RWOVAN THAXTON: Ckay. |If you al
would -- if it's okay, we can go ahead and approve
the mnutes with the verification that that
statenent is correct. Wuld that suffice?

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  That woul d
suffice.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Yes? (kay.

Conm ssi oners, we need a notion to approve
t he m nutes.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: | so nove to
approve the mnutes with verification of that
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st at ement .

COW SSI ONER CURRY: | second that.

CHAI RMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,
Conmi ssi oners.

MS. JACKSON: We have a notion and second
to approve the mnutes fromthe May 2nd public
hearing. You will be voting electronically.

(El ectronic Vote)

MS. JACKSON. The minutes are approved by
a vote of six to zero.

Announcenents of future neetings and
conferences. Due to the 4th of July holiday, please
note that our next schedul ed work session is
Tuesday, July 18, 2023, at 1:30 p.m, Gty Counci
Chanber, followed by public hearing at 1:30 p. m,
Cty Council Chanber.

ltens reviewed today will be presented to
City Council for action at their July 11 public
hearing or as otherw se not ed.

Pl anni ng Conmi ssion rules limt a speaker
up to five mnutes to speak.

We al so ask that everyone pl ease silence
your cell phones at this time if you have not done
so.
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UP- 23- 09, DOANTOWN:

M5. JACKSON. Qur first item UP-23-009,
Downt own. The Book Cl ub, LLC, requests a Use Permt
to operate an entertai nment establishnent on the
approxi mately 0.143 acres |located at 620 Hi gh Street
in the Downtown Urban Center, D1-T5, zoning
district. The Future Land Use Map of the Build One
Port smout h Conpr ehensi ve Pl an designates this
property for m xed use downtown. The property is
owned by Two Monkeys, Inc., and as is further
descri bed as Tax Map 18, Parcel 130. The staff
coordi nator is Amny Mervine.

W1l the applicant or representative for
this application please cone forward and present
your application at this tinme.

MS. ADUMUAH. Ms. Jackson, excuse ne. Are
they going to vote to defer this case for the
July 18th neeting?

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON: W were going to do
that at the end.

MS. JACKSON: | was going by the order of
ny agenda.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  We were going to do
that at the end.

M5. ADUMUAH  Ckay.

CHAI RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

M5. JACKSON: Can the applicant for
UP- 23- 09 pl ease conme forward and present your
application at this tine.

MR. MCELROY: How are you all doing today?
Soit's tinme for us to talk? 1'msorry.

CHAl RMOVAN THAXTON:  Yes, sir.

MR MCELROY: We're a sinple nom and-pop
store, started off as a coffee shop. Just
bookstore. Evolved to carry wne and beer. And
t hen, you know, we started having, like, live events
like jazz and stuff |ike that.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Sir, excuse ne. |
apol ogi ze. Could you give us your nane, please.

MR MCELROY: M nanme is S.T. MElroy II.
This is ny wife April MElroy.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you. You can
continue. Thank you very nuch.

MR MCELROY: W saw that Portsnmouth was
| acking. We own a home in old Churchland, and we
just thought Portsmouth was | acking for sonething
where grown people can actually go in and enjoy
t hensel ves. So we've had church groups, karaoke
groups before we got notice we couldn't have

ZAHN

COURT REPORTING

www.zahncourtreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N N N N N T o i e e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ w N -+ O

karaoke. We've actually had the Parole Board, State
Parol e Board, cone through and answer questions for

| oved ones for people |ocked up 15, 20 years,

haven't been able to get their questions answered.
The place was packed. But they were able to get
their questions answered. So we do, like, a lot of
outreach, chess tournanments, stuff |ike that.

|f you haven't been to The Book C ub, feel
free to come by and check it out. Everybody that
cones gets a sense of unity and peace when they wal k
in the building. That's what we were going for when
with devel oped the building. | don't knowif you' ve
seen pictures inside. It's a |aid-back environnment
for anybody to conme in and rel ax.

The application we put in was for us to
actually be able to have -- we were instructed we
couldn't have karaoke. It was against the rules.

So we shut that down. And we were told we couldn't
have |ine dancing classes either. So we said okay.
W submitted the application to be able to get the
live music permt. That covers the deejay for
karaoke. That covers the Iine dancing. W had the
stereo hooked up. Not a deejay, but she kind of ran
the music for the line dancing to stop and start and
teach people different steps. [Its nothing

boi sterous or anything |ike that. Anybody can cone.
It's just a great time. People cone -- when we were
havi ng kar aoke, people cone in and say, |'m bringing
ny nmom next week. It's that type of crowd. It's
just a really good vibe, really nice vibe. That's
what we want to keep doing.

|'ve reached out to the civic | eague and
asked them We didn't get a response fromthe
email. W showed up to one neeting, but they didn't
have us on the agenda.

Qur representative is Mchael Massey. He
had an enmergency in Baltinore. Normally | woul dn't
be doing all this talking | inagine.

W want to bring sonething different to
Portsmouth. | f nobody on the conm ssion has been in
The Book Club to see what's going on, it's kind of
hard to describe. |It's a hodgepodge of a | ot of
different things. W definitely have books on the
shel ves for everyone to read. W're |ooking to
start a book club. W have the chess going on in
there. W have a grand piano on the stage for
people to use. W have open mcs and all that
stuff. W want it to be Iike a conmunity mneeting
place. That's it.
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CHAIl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you, sir.

Conmmi ssi oners, any questions for the
appl i cant ?

Conmi ssi oner Jiggetts.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  Thank you. \What
comes to mind is, according to the requirenent of
the Use Permt, if it was approved, you woul d need
to have soundproofing on the front and the back of
the facility. Are you aware of that, soundproofing?

MR MCELROY: No. We weren't aware of
that. We were nmade aware we had to rebuild the
stage for fireproofing. W did that. But as far as
soundproofing, we weren't made aware of that, no.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  Ckay. |If the
Pl anni ng Conmm ssi on approves it, you woul d need
soundproofing on the front entrance as well as the
exit rear. But personally |I would hope that you al
would be willing to soundproof the entire inside of
the facility because | think if it's soundproof,
obviously it's not required for it to be the entire
circunference. But | believe if the entire building
i nsi de were soundproof, that would go a | ong ways to
alleviating some of the concerns about if there's
any noi se that woul d be going on or entertainment or
musi ¢ going on inside. So |I'mglad | mentioned
that, the requirenent.

And correct ne if I'mwong, Planning.
Someone from Pl anni ng, woul d you come forward,
please. | want to get clarification on it.

MS. CHOP: | believe you're referring to
t he use specific standards for the use requirenent,
whi ch require any housing shall include soundproof
entryway and exit doors. And the proposed
conditions were as well as the staff report were
sent to the applicant prior to this neeting.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  (Gkay. Thank you.
Qoviously a lot of information. But the reason
bring it up is because | would think that if the Use
Permt is approved for the entertai nment, that you
woul d personally be willing to hopefully soundproof
the entire inside.

MR. MCELROY: | spoke to one neighbor in
particular right next door to us. |If your back is
to the building, to the right is an antique store.
W had a running comentary back and forth about any
sound or anything. Any event we're, having let ne
know. |'measy. Just |let nme know what's going on.
He had nentioned it to us, and we turned it down and
everything like that. But in our conversations, |
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al so spoke to himand said, according to our
contract, we're supposed to buy this building this
year. Wirk ran into all kinds of stuff, COVID
Finally opened 2021.

W're newto this. |[|'ve never owned a
bar. She's never owned a bar. She wanted to bring
t he books and the coffee. Unfortunately, the w ne
had to be included to carry sone of the costs. W
brought that in. Did tastings. Everything was

classy. Everything we're doing is classy. |It's
just that the steps that -- | don't know.

It's frustrating because we're
self-funding this. It's not |ike we're getting

noney from an outside source. W' re self-funding
this. Every tine it seens |ike we get sone stuff
going forward, it gets shut dowmn. Then we see,
like, a lot of the big box stores and stuff |ike
that just -- | know they have a team | know they
have a |l egal team behind them | know they're
reading all this paperwork and going over it. And
t hey can send people after that.

But it's just us working in the building,

us doing everything. | built the building wwth ny
hands. | have over $100, 000 invested in the
building. And the karaoke is -- we actually sold
the house | was telling you about -- dream house,
five bedroons, over in old Churchland -- to get this
bui | di ng opened. Invested all the equity into this
building. Al right? So us being limted on the
amount of stuff we can do, it's hurtful. [It's just

|'i ke saying your dreamjust evaporated in front of
your eyes.

W want to follow all the rules and
standards. | had a running commentary with the
next - door neighbor. | don't know if he called or
who called. Al of a sudden we got the notice
saying we had to shut it down as far as karaoke.

That was one of our best nights. So we're just --
we'll do whatever we need to do to facilitate this
next step. | don't know where the noney is going to
come from but we're going to try to get it. But
like | said, everything else that was required, the
fireproofing on the stage, | nmean, we're just trying
to bring life to domtown. That's it. Bring
sonething different to dommtown. It's not anything
crazy or intrusive. It's something that really
fits. It's something that's necessary. You know?
That's what everybody says. | don't know if we got
|etters in here fromthe public. But that's what
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everyone i s saying about The Book Club. | don't
have no reason to conme up and tell you mstruth,

Has anybody in here been to The Book C ub?
Did you enjoy yourself? She said she took her nmom
for Mother's Day. | don't want anybody to think
it's anything other than that.

CHAl RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oner Jiggetts.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  Just let ne say
one nore thing, sir.

MR. MCELROY: Yes.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: Because | can't
speak for everyone. But what | will say is the
requi renent of the soundproofing on the front and
the back, if it were approved, that would be
required.

|'' m saying that correctly?

| would just say to you, in nmy opinion, if
you were able to get the approval at this |evel,
because you still have to go before Cty Council
this isn't legally required. But to ne steps that
can insul ate noise or absorb noise in an
entertai nment district is always a good thing. So
j ust based on ny perspective, the total
soundproofing. But that's not a |egal requirenent.
Just the front and the back inside. But | would
just say --

MR, MCELROY: [|I'msorry, M. Conm ssioner.
| have called several conpani es about soundproofing,
and | tal ked to the neighbor and told hi mupon the
purchase of the building I would | ook at totally
soundproofing the building. | don't want to
i nconveni ence anybody. W're there to add to, not
take away. That's it.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: Thank you for
t hose conmments. Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Jiggetts.

Conm ssi oner Hi nds.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  Thank you, M. and
Ms. McElroy. First, thank you for being here, one.
It's not easy to stand in front of any conm ssion or
any council or any of those things kind of being by
yﬁurself as you just nentioned. | thank you for
t hat .

Before | continue with ny comrents, | nade
some comments earlier during the staff report that
you were squirmng to answer. |If | can take a
backseat to listen to understand before | talk
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again, | wuld like to hear your response to what |
said earlier.

MR. MCELROY: You were speaking about you
said that we've been having activities for the past
two years. W haven't been open two years yet.
Cctober will be two years.

You al so spoke to the paper on the w ndow.
Any private event that -- because we also rent the
bui I ding out to people for birthdays and stuff |ike
that. So to ne putting the blinds down for a
private event, wedding, anything |ike that woul dn't
be any different than closing the drapes and stuff
like that. Like |I said, we're self-built. So we
had t he packi ng paper like you would do if you were
doi ng construction. W had that on the w ndows
several times for private events. Oher than that,
the wi ndows as you see are what they normally | ook
like. The curtains and the sheer coverings. | did
just order sone blackout blinds actually to further
that if somebody had a private event they can pul
down the blinds. Oher than that, that was it.

| think we caught the tail end because we
were supposed to be there at 1:30. | was, like, did
they start early? | didn't understand how
everything works. That's why | was putting ny hand

up.

COW SSIONER HINDS: | bel i eve sonebody
shouldn't bring in sort of things to you if you
wanted the opportunity to speak. | wanted to give

you that opportunity. Thank you for that.

So the events that | did list that you
have were featured prom nently on social nedia.

Before | junp to that, let me give ny
noment of thanks because | know there are a handf ul
of civic engagenent events al so posted on Facebook,
and thank you for the outreach you' ve had about
restoration of rights. 1've seen those. | wanted
to give you a nonent of shout out. |It's not
necessary | don't believe in your m ssion.
believe in asking these questions and naking sure we
have clarity and understandi ng goi ng forward.

On the events February 11, Cctober 29th,
Oct ober 22nd, karaoke each Thursday, and July 9,
2022, these were all events that took outside of an
emai |, which you had sent to Planning and Zoning, to
say that you no longer required this Use Permt
because you were going to stay wth the original
intent. At what point was the decision nmade where
you sai d, You know sonething, no, | really want to

ZAHN

COURT REPORTING

www.zahncourtreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N N N N N T o i e e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ w N -+ O

11

do these activities? Was there any sort of hol dup
in terms of processing on the Gty end or anything
of that nature? | need to kind of understand intent
herehl think to maybe understand where you guys are
on this.

MR MCELROY: So, yes, sir, we weren't
trying to step on anybody's toes. In 2020, | think
everybody in this roomrealizes that everything just
shut down, right? So different parts that we were
trying to get, different inspections, just trying to
get a piece of paper through Zoning, all that stuff

was at a standstill. If you submtted anything, it
was two weeks | ater before you heard back. You had
to constantly send stuff in through emails. | work

full time. So we're pushing all this stuff through.
|'mcalling just to check up. Babe, did you talk to
this person? Yeah, | talked to this person. They
said next week they'll be able to get it to the next
desk. In the process of all that, sone of the
paperwork got m xed up. W got zoned as a banquet
hal | instead of what we were supposed to be
considered as -- she can speak to nore of this than
| can. W were supposed to be zoned |like a cafe,

but we got considered as a banquet hall. | don't
know i f you see that in this paperwork. Chasing
after that issue, that caused a bunch of issues down
the road. They said, You're a banquet hall. You
can't do this. W had to back-paddl e.

Speaki ng about what you were tal king
about. It was definitely an issue with the
paperwork. | can't point out everybody that we
dealt with along the way. She knows all the nanes
and stuff like that. Even when it cane to our ABC
license, we had to go back, pay sonme nore noney
because of the way we got listed as far as the type
of business we had. So sonme was on us, new people
not knowi ng. She just had the dream | cane in and
built 1t out. New people just starting sone stuff
out .

Al so not knowing howto mtigate the
different hurdles and issues that you run into with
the City. | had no way of knowi ng that it was going
to be this expensive. |'mthinking when they say a
business fails nost of the tinme inits first five
years, it has to do with lack of drive, |ack of
push, lack of determ nation to get this business

seen by people. | didn't knowthat it's a bunch of
stuff that you got to get past with the Gty to be
able to function as a business. | didn't know.
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So as we | earned, we noved. W changed,
and we just nmade the decisions that we needed to
make to go ahead and keep noving forward. That was

it. So nothing was done in any type of ill will or
anything like that. W weren't trying to hide
anything as far as events. You all saw flyers -- we
didn't know. So you all saw flyers. 1It's on the
board downtown right across fromhere. |It's stil

on the board.

But we're not having events. W stopped
when we got the letter saying you can't have the
events. W stopped. W spoke with M chael Massey
and started working towards getting everything
together for here. W want to be on the up-and-up
on everything we do. W're not trying to run sone
ki nd of speakeasy or sonething |ike that.

Like |I said, if you can give us sone
direction, and if you can give us nore insight and
| eeway, we prom se The Book Club will be sonething
you guys | ook at |ike our baby, we hel ped birth
this. W want to be here for a long tine.

COW SSI ONER HINDS:  Madam Chair, may |
ask a foll ow up?

CHAl RA\MOVAN THAXTON:  Sure.

COW SSI ONER HINDS:  You spoke of a nore
recent letter. Planning staff, do you have anyt hing
other -- said you were recently notified again.

MR MCELROY: It was, like, three -- was
it three nonths ago that we had to stop the karaoke?
It was three nonths ago.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  You recei ved somne
sort of notification fromthe Gty saying you had to
cease?

MR. MCELROY: Yes.

COMWM SSIONER HHNDS: I'mtrying to foll ow
along with you. | would |like to try to get to a
"yes" here. |'ve got sone chall enges here because
|'ma big structure and order person. | amthat
guy. Please forgive me if | sound Iike I'm
questioning over. There was also a notice to conply
sent March 10th detailing out. And on March 19t h,
it was sent by April MElroy saying you wanted to
keep your existing conditions and nothing changes.
Ckay? But then we've had all the other instances
t hat have happened since then. I1'mtrying to
understand, Hey, this is how!l fix it. But | don't
really want to fix it because |'m happy with nmy w ne
bar and whatever the case may be. Then there's a
whol e string of events we tal ked about, and now
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there's notification in March. | guess | need kind
of an understandi ng where the notivation took place
fromthat wasn't there in March 2021, that's now
there in March 2023.

MR MCELROY: 20217

COMW SSI ONER HINDS: | got a copy of the
email. That's the reason |'mreferring --
MR, MCELROY: | don't know of an enmil in

2021. But | will tell you we were putting out a | ot
of fires in 2021. Can | cone --

COW SSI ONER HINDS: Can you approach?

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  Here's what we're
saying. This email here...

| want to nmake sure you're seeing what
we're seeing here because | believe in transparency.

MR. MCELROY: So looking at this email
right here, it's saying that we couldn't even apply
for an entertainment permt at that nonent due to
t he possi bl e changes and regul ati ons bei ng nade.

Ckay. So if I'mrenenbering right, the
City clearances state you can't open establishnment
wth entertainnment wthin 250 feet of a church
That's what it was. So | took ny ruler -- and |
don't know if you got the extrene side of the
building, but it's Iike one nore window to the right
of that picture. So that's the outside edge of the
building. It's a big stone church on the corner of
Washi ngton and High Street. | walked ny roller tape
out there and rolled all the way down to the steps
of the church, and it measured 247 feet. 247 feet
fromthe outer wall of the building.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS: Madam Chair, may |
ask staff a question as a followup on that?

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Sure, Conm ssi oner
Hi nds.

COW SSI ONER HINDS: Ms. Adunuah and
staff, A does such a condition exist? And, B, does
such a Use Permt, if this was brought to the
staff's attention, would that have not conme to the
Pl anni ng Conmi ssion at that tine for sone sort of
variance or sonething of that nature?

MS. CHOP: The applicant is correct, that
at that point, the 40.1 zoning ordi nance did contain
a nunber of distance separators. And one of them
was that an entertai nment establishnment coul d not be
| ocated within -- | believe he's correct --

250 feet. So if they had applied at that point, it
woul dn't have been able to go forward because it
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woul dn't conply with the zoning ordinance. So I'm
assum ng that the Planning staff notified the
applicant that they should wait until the new
or di nance was adopted, which in the new ordinance,
which is our current ordinance, those distance
separators were renoved. At that point, they would
then be able to apply and be in conpliance with the
standards for an entertai nment establishnent.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  So anot her fol |l ow up
| guess then would be, is that the ordinances that
were passed in that package of ordinances of
t housands that we just went through? O is that a
previ ous pack of ordinances that were approved in
2021 or 20227

M5. CHOP: This was in 2020 and 2021. The
Pl anning staff did alnost, like, a conplete rewite
of the zoning ordinance. And that was passed |
bel i eve in Decenber of 2020 and then was effective
in February of 2021. So this was the previous set
of code anendnents that was adopted in 2020.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  So when he was
openi ng his business in Cctober of 2020, that would
have been the rule. However, on March 10th when he
was notified of a notice to conply, then that would
have been an actual new rule that woul d have changed
t hat di stance zoning; am | understandi ng that
correctly?

MS. CHOP: | want to verify when the
emails were sent. Can | see that?

Am | a year off, Jeff? Ckay.

|''m not sure, because | believe that the
new or di nance woul d have been in effect in March
of 2021. So unless they were m sinfornmed, they
shoul d have been able to apply for the entertai nnent
establ i shnent at that point. Wich they may have

been msinformed. |'mnot sure.

MS. ADUMUAH: Can we check that? Let's
check that.

COMW SSIONER HHNDS: | would i ke for us

to think about a couple of things.

And this is to the applicant. Yeah,
there's letters that came in not in support of your
application today. It doesn't seemlike there's
peopl e that feel you have been a great nei ghbor.

And | think that there could be opportunity for this
to happen, but | think there needs to be sone work
and repair that needs to take place with your

nei ghbors before it can, quite frankly. M, as a
resi dent speaking right now, not as a conm ssi oner,
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| think that there could be sone conditions that
maybe you can offer that m ght be able to nake it
nore pal atable for the nei ghborhood. For exanple,
cutof f tinme of noises, things of that nature.
Because not two bl ocks off of your place are

peopl e's residences. | wouldn't want two bl ocks off
of ny residence to have 2:00 in the norning nusic

pl aying at |oud decibels with no sound kind of
thing. So | know that those types of conditions do

exist. | don't knowif it's your environnent or
what not, but | think that m ght be sonethi ng maybe
you could work with your community as well. But

t hi nk we probably should have that answered before
this comm ssion weighs in, quite frankly, as to what
was said or infornmed of this applicant in order to
be inpartial and fair to that. So --

MR, MCELROY: Can | --

COW SSI ONER HINDS: By all neans. But
|'mgoing to probably make a different notion. But
by all neans.

MR MCELROY: So | happen to see sone of
ny nei ghbors behind nme, the business nei ghbors.

But our events shut down -- like the
kar aoke shuts down at 12 mdnight. So it doesn't go
past that. At 12 mdnight it shuts dowmn. |t starts
at 8:30. So it's 3-1/2 hours of karaoke. That
being said, directly before karaoke was the |ine
dancing. So people would cone in before, but that
nmusi ¢ was nowhere near what karaoke was. It was a
smal | speaker and peopl e doi ng steps.

So | guess | have a m sunderstandi ng about
t he business district of Ode Towe. So | hear
during City Council neetings and stuff |ike that
people talk all the tinme and say, W want busi ness
in dowmntown. We want business in downtown. And you
have people that live in downtown. You have people
that live in Ghent and Waterside right above those
different establishments that's down there. Those
people want to be able to walk up -- because ne and
her tal ked about buying a place downtown. |It's for
t he conveni ence of being able to walk up to a bar
and get sonmething to drink, go out with your famly
and get something to eat. Cose to parks and dog
wal ks and stuff like that. But being around the
hubbub so you can nove around. You're close.

So | don't understand why sonmebody woul d
live downtown if they don't want the downtown
environment. People that don't want the downtown
envi ronment nove to the outskirts of Portsnouth,
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areas |like that. Downtown is always going to
change. I1t's always going to change.

The building that -- you guys m ght know
where we're located if | say Skipjack's. Everybody
remenbers Skipjack's. That was Skipjack's.

Ski pj ack's moved out of town. That buil ding was
enpty. We're doing sonmething that brings people
fromElizabeth City, all parts of Carolina. Had
peopl e cone from New York for different events. Al
of our events aren't like that. It's Mther's Day
events, Father's Day events, father-daughter dances,
necessary stuff.

So | know we got a few nore hurdles. |
don't want to go into a whole spiel. But it's
definitely an addition to Portsmouth. It's not
taking away at all.

CHAl RAMOVAN THAXTON: M. Hinds, are you

fini shed?

COMWM SSI ONER HINDS:  |'m going to be done
for now | imagine there's people here who m ght
want to speak. It's our duty to listen to them as
wel | . Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Commi ssi oner Curry.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  Good day, M. and
Ms. McElroy. | amfirst upset with you both because
| had no idea this place even exists. | was able to

go on your social nedia and | ook at some of the
social events. People we've elected in office
frequently visit your place. | see you sell food.
Am | correct?

MR, MCELROY: Paninis. W have a panini
grill in the building, yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  Good f ood.

MR. MCELROY: Yes.

COW SSI ONER CURRY: (Okay. Wth the chess

t our nanent you guys do, is that for the comunity or
to attract the youth or --

MR. MCELROY: Anybody that wants to be
i nvol ved. Absol utely.

COW SSI ONER CURRY: (Ckay. Two nore
questions and I'mdone. |s there an age requirenent
for some of the events that you have?

MR MCELROY: The chess tournanments, no,
there aren't. The karaoke you have to be 21 and up
because al cohol is in the building, and we don't
want ki ds near that.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  And ny | ast question.

Has the police ever been called for unruly behavior
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at your establishnment?

MR. MCELROY: | called the police nyself
one tine. There was people outside the building.
Actually, | called the police twice. One tine
because | found a pocketbook by nmy dunpster in the
back. They never showed up. It had some needles in
it, an ID, and a credit card. | didn't know if

sonebody had got robbed, whatever the case may be.
| didn't want anybody to cone in contact with the
needles, so | called the police. Two days later, |
ended up goi ng back there and throw ng that

pocket book in the trash. The other time, people
were arguing on the sidewalk in front of the
establishnment, and | called the police. At that
time, we were still working on the building, and I
had to tell themwe're not even open for business.
So | said, Can you pl ease get them out of here?
don't know what they got going on. That was it.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  Thank you.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, any additional questions
for the applicant?

kay. Thank you, sir. Thank you, m'am

M5. JACKSON: Ladies and gentlenmen, this
is a public hearing for Item UP-23-09. | do have
one regi stered speaker. You may conme forward, and
you have up to five mnutes to speak. Janine
Di el | ow.

M5. DI MELLON CGood afternoon. M nane is
Janine Dinellow. | own a condo at 630 Hi gh Street.
' m here representing our condo associ ation, of
which there are three residents in our building and
alittle business downstairs of our building.

We, unfortunately, were not on the list of
notified buildings for sone reason. | know that's
required of adjacent properties. But maybe perhaps
because we're to the second left of the applicants’
building, I know some of the fol ks across the street
and whatnot were invited to share their information.
But whether it's an oversight or whether it's a

nunbers gane on which properties get notified, |'m
here to speak for our building.
| agree. | think that if the description

that was given of the property and the applicants’

i ntended use was what we were di scussing today, |
probably wouldn't be here. So let nme just first off
start off by saying | was probably one of your first
patrons when the business cane into play. | thought
it was lovely. | actually nmet April briefly. She
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may not remenber. And | had a cup of coffee. |
t hought, This is awesone. This is going to be
great. W need this.

Unfortunately, it's norphed into perhaps
sonething that wasn't the initial use. Wether that
was i ntended or not intended, | can't speak to that.
|'m | eaning towards the fact that perhaps, after al
this tine, the grow ng pains should be over, and
both the applicant and the community kind of have a
sense of what has happened in the establishnent and
what is happeni ng novi ng forward.

And | think M. Hi nds touched on a couple
of the things. | wanted to nmake a couple of just
broad points, and they speak to sort of what's been
said already. But let nme add a few things.

The original intent in the four corners of

their application -- and | did go ahead and pul
that up because | didn't want to speak out of
turn -- was specifically for the use they described

as a bookstore, public events, sonme like the

Mot her's Day events, and things |ike that.
Unfortunately, when | first started speaking, |ike I
said, it's norphed into other things entirely.

The question isn't necessarily the use or
the sound issue. | think those can be cured of
course. Unfortunately, initially in the build, a
| ot of the soundproofing material fromthe ceiling
was all renmoved, whether it was for aesthetics or
the kind of vibe they wanted to have in the
building. And | understand that that probably did
deteriorate sone of the noise-canceling
OEportunities that were there. That was just one
t hi ng.

| know that the building in between us --
because, like | said, we're here, and there's
Anderson-Wight and the applicant. W' ve had issues
with sound, and we're quite a bit a ways fromthem
| know the applicant probably tries to vet as nuch
as they can of the patrons. But after a certain
time you can't. |'ve seen tickets being sold on
social media. You're purchasing tickets on
Eventbrite and things of that nature. You can't vet
t hose people. They're com ng from other places.
They are coming fromout of town. They have nowhere
to stay. Were do they go at mdnight? W also
share a parking lot with these folks. So behind us
is us comng in fromwrk or play or guests to our
properties, things of that nature. | know we have
sonme elderly residents in the building next to us,
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and they have an issue. |It's not lit. [It's not
secure. There are no security caneras. They're
having events. | get that. But the events are
going well into the night. So there's no additional
security. It's not well I[it. That's becone an
issue. Again, this is the norphing process. So ny
question is, are those things going to be renedied
in the conditions that they' re being asked to neet?

The i dea of entertai nnent establishnent,
there's a |lot of description and a |lot of definition
when you |l ook in both the Gty Guidelines and the
proposed conditions that the applicants are being
asked to neet. |'mnot sure why an ABC |i quor
license is trying to be obtained before they've net
the criterior for a liquor |icense.
understanding is you have to have a kitchen and
serve hot food. | don't think those criteria have
been net.

The advertising | have an issue wth.
It's all over social nmedia, nost events. There's
some great events. Don't get me wong. Like |
said, |'ve attended sone of themas well. But when
|*' m 1 ooking here, even as early as today three hours
ago, there's a spirit and cocktail tasting event
happening. | was not under the inpression they had
the ability to serve al cohol there. That concerns
nme because it's ongoing. Again, these are things |
was told are not going to be happening, but yet
t hey' re happening nore than they were initially.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Ms. Dinellow, if you
could wap it up, please.

M5. DI MELLOW Sure. Anyway, | have
access to all that information if you fol ks would

like. But when I'mseeing things, like | said,
bei ng posted three hours ago, you know, #full bar,
#cocktails, | didn't think we were going in that
direction. | thought we were kind of pulling back.

So we appreciate any help you can give us, and |I'm
here to answer questions.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,
Ms. Dinellow.

Conmi ssioner Curry, did you have
questi ons?

COW SSI ONER CURRY: | wanted to | ook over
t he noi se ordinances. | found it on the website.
That's what | wanted to verify.

CHAI RMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Conm ssi oners, are there any additional
guesti ons?
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Conm ssi oner Hi nds.

COW SSI ONER HINDS:  Yes. Thank you.

So you have to have this permtting for
there to be an ABC license permtted, correct? O
is that incorrect? A menber of staff can
probably --

MS. ADUMUAH. You need an ABC license to
sell the alcohol. Then they submt the application
tothe Gty, and the Gty looks at it to see if
they're okay. Then there's --

CHAl RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Can you turn your
m cr ophone on, pl ease.

M5. ADUMUAH  Yes. | apol ogize. You need
the ABC license to sell the alcohol. The ABC
corporation alerts us. W |ook at the |ocation, the
zoning. And then if everything' s okay, then we in
turn route it to various departments to nmake sure of
their input as well and that there's no problem At

that point, we say it's okay. |If they submtted an
application to ABC for the current use of bookstore
and all that, we would haven't had -- restaurant.

The ABC determ nes how one prepares and serves food.
| have gone to places where they've had little carts
outside that sold food or a snall area inside where
they sold quick food. They nake a determ nation
whet her you need a full kitchen or just a small area
to prepare food. That's on them

COW SSI ONER HINDS: I n the packet it does
mention that the zoning office objected to the ABC
license. 1s that still our stance at this point?

M5. ADUMUAH.  Yes.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  Yet there's been
al cohol i c beverages served? Can | ask the applicant
t hat question? |Is that in bal ance?

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Yes.

If you'll come up here, sir.

MR MCELROY: Yes. W have a full-bar ABC
license. W have the capacity to be able to nake
food in the building. | we nmake food every day.
We're responsible for maintaining a certain anount
of food sales to cover our |iquor sales.

Part of the shutdown is why we started
going after the liquor, to increase sales, because
we weren't nmaking any noney from karaoke anynore.
Probably woul d have never had liquor if we didn't
get shut down from karaoke. | didn't desire |iquor
| just wanted wi ne and beer. But because, |ike |
said, we didn't have karaoke, we needed sonmething to
of fset the lack of funds comng in. So we got
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approved our ABC license. W have a full bar.

To tal k about the parking situation, our
patrons park on the street in the front. For the
events, they park on the street in the front.
think they're talking and getting us confused with

anot her event space three doors down. | am-- and |
do have security. M patrons asked ne about
security. |'mcomng out of pocket paying for

security, standing by the front door during karaoke
all night long. They don't pat our patrons down,
but they do wand them Me personally, when | go to
a place and sonmebody wants to pat ne down, | turn
and wal k away because you don't see it at all the
establishments. R ght? But to nake sure that our
patrons are safe, | have that there. | had that
there before we had to shut down karaoke. So |

t hink they got me confused with some other events
goi ng on down the street because | don't allow
anybody to park in the back. There's public parking
behind the building, but it's off of the building.
It'"s like an elevated place and |like a recessed wall
or retainer wall. So people can park al ong that
because that's where the pharmacy peopl e park al ong
that way. On Sundays, all the church people park
back there. But as far as ny patrons, they don't
park behind the building. They all park on High
Street for karaoke and on the side road there on
Washi ngton |ike everybody el se. But as far as
around others, no, I'ma Pitbull about that. And
anybody that cones in ny establishnent will tell
you, like, Where did you park? Wy are you knocki ng
on the back door? No. Pull back around front.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: | have ny light on
to speak.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oner
Jiggetts, he's still speaking.

COW SSI ONER HINDS:  You can no nore
control who parks in a public space than anybody
else. | can't hold you to that standard.

Thank you for allowing ne to finish that

conment .
CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.
Conmi ssi oner Jiggetts.
COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  Again, ny
apol ogi es to Commi ssioner H nds. | thought you were
finished.

| want to nake the coment, I'mglad to
hear you have your ABC |icense. Many people may not
be aware, when you have your ABC license, that is
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actually what we call an asset on your financial

bal ance sheet, that ABC license. And | wanted to
make mention of that because that is not an easy
feat to acconplish. There are a |ot of steps you
have to go through. And on your business financi al
statenent, you can actually list your ABC |license as
an asset because it is an asset. That's the conment
| wanted to make. Thank you.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Comm ssioner Curry, did you have a
guestion?

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  No.

CHAI RMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, any additional questions?

Thank you, M. MEIlroy.

MS. JACKSON: Ladies and gentlenen, this
is a public hearing on Item UP-23-09. |If there's
anyone here who did not get an opportunity to
register and would like to address this application,
you may cone forward, state your name and your
address for the record, and you will have up to five
m nutes to speak.

M5. CAPLAN. CGood afternoon. M nane is
Elaine Caplan. | live at 623 Queen Street. 1've
lived in Ade Towne, Portsmouth, for 22 years. |
had a business on H gh Street called Ma Maison,
which actually is in the building at 630 Hi gh
Street.

Ckay. So this is what I1'd like to say.
My husband and | have lived in Portsnmouth as | said
for 22 years. W owned a big house on Court Street.
We owned the building 630 H gh Street, the whole
building. W started fromscratch

Thi s has been an unbelievably terrible
time. M husband and | got attacked. The kid that
attacked us ki cked nmy husband to the ground, left,
right, and center, and praise God he didn't have a
gun or a knife. The place that he's talking
about -- I'mnot mxing his place up with the place
t hat was raided, and they found 15 guns and fentanyl
and everything like that. That's literally behind
where we live. Were he has is here. That noise
fromhis bar, or whatever you want to call it, we
could hear it in our honme. W're not next door.
Ander son-Wight is next door. Bill from
Anderson-Wight had to nove out of his apartnent
because he couldn't sleep because of the noise and
the vibration fromthe nusic

Al so, they had their wi ndows covered, yes,
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wi th paper because they were selling marijuana. And
the police raided them So don't let -- don't think
that this is sone sort of "hello, nommy-daddy”
thing. This is not. They had what | call a heavy
standing outside in a black suit. And | don't know
even if he had a gun or not. But | can tell you it
was scary.

We want Portsmouth -- we want Hi gh Street
to flourish. W have a business here for 20 years.
|"man interior designer. And we still own a

buil ding here, which we live on the top floor of it.
|"ma very big fan of Portsnmouth. But |I'mnot a fan
of this kind of thing.

Children -- they don't let children in
there with liquor? They let children in there with
mari j uana.

The police chief hinmself has cone forward
and sai d he does not want these people to have an
al cohol and entertainnent license. He had said he
does not want it, because he knows when he raided
t hat place what was going on inside it.

And, I'"'msorry, | have to speak the truth,
and | have to speak it plain. Because if you give
these people a license, that's it. They'Il be able
to do exactly what they want. And nobody w Il be
able to do one thing about it.

When ny husband got ki cked and knocked
down, there was nobody that canme to our help.
just screaned and screaned and screamed, and the guy
ran off. This is serious. These are not ganes
we're playing. W live here. W love this place.
W wouldn't still be here if we didn't. This world
is just not safe, and we don't want this |ovely
place called O de Towne, this H gh Street, to be any
nore destroyed. Because | can tell you the snell of
marijuana on the street is unreal. And | would |ike
you all to look in the mrror and | ook into your
hearts and say, Wuld you like this if your parents
lived there, if your children |ived there?

|'ve got 18 signatures that | went round
all the houses, and they're sonewhere here because
Bill from Anderson- Wi ght brought them here
yesterday. 18 residents said, W don't want this.
That's not a m sunderstanding with your neighbors.
This is a serious problem

Anyway, ny time's up. But thank you very
much for letting me speak. | greatly appreciate it.
Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.
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Conmi ssi oner Bar nes.

COW SSI ONER BARNES: |s there any way we
can get, like, records of the police chief saying
anything or a police report that was shown?

CHAl RAOVAN THAXTON: I f you all will in
t he audi ence hang on one second, please.

Ms. Adunuah.

MS. ADUMJUAH. W do have a police report
attached to the staff report. He did not nention
raiding the site. He did nmention activities, the
website, advertisenment. But he did not say that he
had raided the site and found drugs or anything |ike
t hat .

CHAl RA\OVAN THAXTON:  It's ny
understanding, if | recall the package correctly, it
was just a letter from Chief Jenkins.

M5. ADUMUAH. Yes. He also attached
pi ctures too.

CHAl RAMOVAN THAXTON:  But there was no
police report in our package.

M5. ADUMUAH. Just the nenp. That's it.

CHAI RMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Comm ssi oner Barnes? (kay.

Ma'am we have to go in order. Hang on
okay? Thank you so nuch

Commi ssi oner Curry.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  You said the letter
is fromthe chief of police?

CHAl RMOVAN THAXTON:  There is a letter in
our package that we received fromstaff from Chief
Jenkins. If | renenber correctly, it just basically
sumari zed his feelings on the establishnment. And
he al so provi ded pictures, which were pictures of
advertisings that appeared online. Unless
Ms. Adunuah can tell ne | overl ooked sonet hi ng,
think that was all that was in the package.

M5. ADUMUAH.  The sunmmati on.

COW SSI ONER CURRY: So there was no
raiding for this establishnment?

MS. ADUMUAH: Not in the neno.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  And no sayi ng
marijuana cane fromthe establishment whatsoever?

M5. ADUMUAH. Not noted in the neno.

COW SSI ONER CURRY: And the attack?

M5. ADUMUAH. Not noted in the neno.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  Thank you so nuch

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oner Hi nds.

COW SSI ONER HINDS: | believe
Conmi ssioner Jiggetts' light lit before m ne.
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defer to her. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oner
Jiggetts, ny apol ogi es.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  To Ms. Capl an,
certainly so sorry that you and your husband had to
go through the attack. But we just have to be
objective. That attack did not take place at the
applicants' venue. So we have to naintain
objectivity hopefully. And certainly ny heart goes
out to you because no one wants that to happen in
terns of being susceptible or experiencing an
attack. And so | just wanted to say that to you on
t hat note.

But in terns of the activities going on at
t he applicants' place of establishnent, there were
no reportable incidents having to do with assault.
That's ny understanding. Not at the applicants'
est abl i shnent.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Can | interrupt you
all? | apol ogi ze.

|f you want to respond, would you pl ease
conme back up here. Thank you so nuch

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  So | just want to
say | amsincerely apologetic that you had to go
t hrough what you and your husband went t hrough.
However, we have to be fair and objective to
everyone. And in ternms of the applicant and in
terns of what has been verified fromthe Pl anning
director, interimdirector, the chief of police --
and when | read the package, | didn't see anything
fromthe chief of police that alluded to assaults in
t he establishnent or marijuana snoking. So |
just -- | want to give ny apol ogi zes to you.

But | also want to -- and |I'm sure you
understand. W've got to try to maintain
objectivity as we approach this application. But
t hank you so nuch

M5. CAPLAN. Well, | totally understand
that. | mean, |'ve been here, you know, had ny own
busi ness here for many, many years. | understand

that. What concerns ne is how things so quickly get
out of control because people are too | oose. And
what concerns nme is, if they get this license, it's
like that's it. So maybe if there's sone
constraints, maybe if there's some prom ses, maybe
if they can do what is right, we can all feel safe.

| mean, we're tal king about safety here. You know,

| mean, at the back of their establishnment is a
parking lot. But the fact is that people, when they
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| eave sonmewhere at twelve, one, two in the norning,
and they get into their cars and turn on their
radios really loud, we live there. This is
residential.

Yes, H gh Street is business. |
understand. | had ny own business there for al
those years. | totally understand that. But when
you' re not reasonabl e about the noise factor, it's
not -- we're not an island. W don't live on an
island. We live with other people. W work and
live with other people. Just be m ndful of others.
Be caring about others. That's all we're really
asking for. And so far we have not -- you know,

18 people are not going to sign a letter for
nothing. That's 18 residents.

Anyway, thank you. Thank you very nuch
for listening to ne.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,

Ms. Capl an.

Conmi ssi oner Hi nds.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  Thank you, Madam
Chair.

|"mstill | guess a little |ost here
because | believe in things foll ow ng a nornal
flowhart of activities and that one thing has to
happen before the next thing can happen, before the
next thing can happen. But |'ve heard staff say
that they basically have to bless the ABC |icense.

Again, am| hearing that correctly?
Before the ABC board would go forward? Am | hearing
that correctly? That's going to be ny next
question. But thank you.

| did look up. | wasn't texting by the
way. |I'mlistening to you guys. | don't have
Internet on this device, but |I do on ny phone.

They do have a full license. | guess |I'm

| ost in how the process that should go frompoint A
to point Bto point Cto point D sonmehow went from
point Bto point Dor E here. So can maybe sonebody
fill in the blank here for ne?

MS. ADUMUAH. At sone point, the applicant
net the requirenents of the zoning adm nistrator.
And | don't know what date it was or what the use
was. But at that point when the ABC organi zation
spoke with himor sent himthe email about it, he
must have | ooked at the current use, and it was
permtted; and as a result, he would have signed off
based on that.

COW SSI ONER HINDS: Okay. So | guess the
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next question is -- or conment -- so we've got a
nunber of concerns here. W nay have a zoning

adm nistrator that told this person that they
couldn't apply because they were inside the

250 feet. W' ve got an ABC |license that sonehow has
nysteriously made it through frompoint A to point

D. Inthe mddle, |I have 18 residents -- and |
received the letters. Thank you. N ne tinmes out of
ten, 1'msiding 100 percent with residents here. |
will tell you, at the beginning of this, | had it in
ny head that | was not going to support this.

still may not. But | would like for us to consider

30 days worth of deferral for sone of these
guestions to be answered because | think there are
some things that we need to have sone answers to.

Secondly, | would like for the applicant
to try to maybe reach out to the A de Towne Busi ness
Associ ation and his neighbors and see if there are
potentially some conditions that can make their
nei ghbors potentially happier. | think that can be
beneficial to this process. |'mjust one
conm ssi oner speaki ng here.

And then al so, |last but not |east, the
chief of police has spoken on this matter detailing
out events that happened in 2021. If this is the
condition that's being relayed to us by our
resi dents, maybe the situation has gotten worse, and
maybe we need an update fromthe chief of police on
his status here. But he's only tal king about the
ABC license. Well, that's been since renedied.

This is dated May 30th. And he's had his |icense
since then. So | find it hard to put a whole bunch
of stock in this on that note.

| would like to make a notion that we
defer to have staff address and research all matters
of this and to bring it back at our next schedul ed
neeti ng.

CHAI RMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,
Cormm ssi oner Hi nds.

Madam Secret ary.

MS. JACKSON: We're still at the point
where if there's anyone el se here who did not get an
opportunity to register and would |like to speak, you
can conme forward now and state your nane and
address, and you five m nutes.

M5. CGREGORY: Good afternoon. M name is
Stacy Gregory. | live at 630 High Street, two doors
down.

|*ve spoken with the two of you on several
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occasi ons and been in your establishnent. And the
peopl e that worked with you have worked with ne, the
conpany I'mcurrently wth.

| am not agai nst them having a busi ness.
| am not against them being able to do events or
anything like that. Wat |'magainst is making sure
that 1'msafe, ny neighbors are safe, ny daughter
and her friends are safe, and we're not listening to

music until 2 a.m Okay? Yes, | amone of the ones
t hat have called the police for noise after

m dnight, things like that. So, yes, | am one of

t hose.

|'ve never had an issue. They have not
been raided. You're 100 percent correct. There's
been no raid on their establishment. That was
Speci al COccasions. W've had issues with them
Haven't seen anythi ng happen since then.

|'msorry. |'mnervous.

| just want to know that we can work and
l'ive together. | am happy and open to having
nmeetings with you guys once a nonth, something |ike
that, so we can all be on the same page and be able
to do it together

You're right. This is your dream | want
to support it. | want to bring Portsnouth back
|*' mone of those people. |'mhappy to participate
inthat. But | need to know we can all live

cohesi vel y.

There is one condition. Do you guys have
surveillance? Gkay. Not outside, but inside.
believe that's in here that it's required outside as
well. That would help me with peace of m nd.

And t he soundproofing that you brought up
|"'mon the third floor, and it cones right in.

CHAIl RMOVAN THAXTON:  Ma'am if | may. |'m
sorry for interrupting you. |If you could try to
avoi d conversations out there.

M5. GREGORY: |'mso sorry.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  That's okay. W need
to hear you up here.

MS. GREGORY: Not a problem But like |
said, | think you were tal king about the
soundproofing. | think that's a big issue. | want
themto be able to do what they can be can do to be
successful in what they want to do in Portsnouth.
Just being respectful of the neighbors and the
community | think is inportant, and the | ate hours.
And, of course, the people that come out of the
est abl i shnent, make them di sperse. Use your
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security. | can't tell you how many tinmes |'ve had
to open ny wi ndow and say, Go home, it's 1:00 in the
norning. |I'mnot saying it's comng fromthem |
don't know. | want to be able to |ive and work
together and do things right. |'ma process person
too. | want things done right. | want to support
themas long as we do it correctly.

CHAl RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you so nuch.

W're going to take a five-mnute break
and cone back at 2:55. Thank you.

( Br eak)

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Good aft er noon,
everyone. Wl conme back to the Tuesday, June 6,
2023, Pl anni ng Commi ssi on neeting.

Madam Secret ary.

M5. JACKSON: Thank you, Madam Chair man.

Ladi es and gentlenen, this is a public
hearing. |If there's anyone el se here who did not
get an opportunity to register and would like to
address UP-23-09, you may come forward, state your
nane and address for the record, and you wll be
given up to five mnutes to speak.

M5. SCHUHR: Good afternoon, everybody.

My nane is Katherine Schuhr. [|'mat 325 Court
Street.

Before | -- this is nmaybe a two- or
three-part conment period. |'mjust curious if the
conmi ssi on nmenbers have read all the letters and
information sent to you on this project. It didn't
seemlike -- | kept waiting for soneone to say --
well, especially to say to the applicant -- say, Are

you aware of all the people that are against this
est abl i shnment? Nobody said anythi ng about any of
t hat .

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON: | believe that there
was.

M5. SCHUHR: It wasn't |ike there was sone
questi on about whether people had read Chi ef
Jenkins' -- or even knew it was in the packet. 1've
not gone through the whole packet. | have ny
letter, because | wote a letter, that I want to
make sure that everyone knows, because people in the
audi ence didn't take the time to read the whole
packet. Maybe they didn't necessarily know there's
a lot of people who don't want this to happen.

|'ma 40-year resident. | have been here
probably | onger than sone of you, since you were
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children, maybe you' ve been alive. |[|'ve always been
a big proponent of the O de Towne business district
as well as the O de Towne community because, one,
they work in sync. One helps the other and the
ot her hel ps the other. Because since we're so close
and we patroni ze businesses in the O de Towne area,
we want to be good nei ghbors; and, |ikew se, we want
t he busi nesses to be good nei ghbors. And everything
that |1'mhearing, they are not good nei ghbors.
They're not what they are proposing that they are.

|*'mgood friends with Bill Schlaht, who is
the proprietor of Anderson-Wight. | happened to be
in the shop buying sone things for our yard, and he
asked ne, Are you aware of The Book Cub? | said,
Just what |'mhearing on the street. It doesn't
sound like it's going to be a good business for our
community. He said, No, it's absolutely not. |
t hink he said he has called the police before
because of the noise |evel.

So | started asking around, and sure
enough it wasn't what we thought it was. And I
| ooked at social media sites, and | guess from ny
history inliving in this area, several of us in the
community have had to shut down two of these
establishnments in the past, Mansion on High
Street -- no. David's was first. Took us a while
because it was the sane thing. They said they were
going to have pol ka and bridge and weddi ngs, baby
showers. That's not what happened. It turned into
an event club that was open until at least two in
t he norning, sonetimes beyond. They had security in
the front and were frisking for guns and such ki nds
of weapons. Eventually we went to the ABC board and
shut them down because they were in violation of the
what ABC |icense said. | was asking one of the
pl anners here which has priority, ABC or Zoning.
think it's the ABC board. And it's ny understandi ng
that, in order to have a liquor |license, they have
to be able to serve hot food. Have to have a
kitchen. This place does not have a kitchen. [|'m
famliar with it. It used to be an antique shop
bef ore Skipjacks. No, it doesn't have a kitchen.
That's how we shut down David' s and Mansion, through
the ABC board. W would like to not have to go that
route.

W woul d |ike the Planning Conm ssion --
if they can't even follow the guidelines, and
t hey' ve been told what the guidelines are, and
they're not even open as an establishment for
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entertainnment, and they're already being in
viol ation, how on earth could we grant them a
license to go ahead and do that.

So on that note -- | only have a mnute
left -- | want to read you what | wote here just in
case you missed it: As a 40-year resident of O de
Towne Portsnouth's historic district, I'man active
proponent of our Portsnouth downtown area. Over the
years, 1've dined at a variety of restaurants that
popul ate Hi gh Street and have supported many of the
retail businesses in the past as well as the
present. | realize how inportant a diverse downtown
is and how it inpacts the O de Towne nei ghborhood,
whi ch hel ps support those proprietors. W al
flourish when we are good nei ghbors. Unfortunately,
according to residents and busi ness owners in close
proximty to The Book Club, this establishment is
not a good nei ghbor. They have repeatedly viol ated
t he gui delines under their current use permt by
hosti ng pop-up events that sell illegal substances
as well as frequently, frequently playing |oud
anplified nmusic. This business is creating a
negative environnent and is a detrinent to that
bl ock of H gh Street, a bl ock which used to have art
shops as well as vibrant antique shops. And then
went on to urge you to vote "no" on this.

| don't see a reason to postpone it. But
if you do, I will come back the next time. But |
certainly think you should vote "no." And they
probably shoul dn't even have a liquor |icense
because they don't even have a kitchen in there.

Any questions?

CHAl RAOVAN THAXTON:  Nope. Thank you very
much.

Conmmi ssi oners, any questions?

Madam Secretary.

M5. JACKSON: Thank you, Madam Chai r man.

|f there's anyone el se here who did not
get an opportunity to register and would like to
address this application, you may cone forward,
state your nane and address, and you will be given
up to five mnutes to speak.

MS. KEMPPAINEN. My nanme is Crystal

Kenppai nen. |'mat 607 H gh Street, across the
street. | want to see businesses flourish on High
Street. | was glad to see sonebody went in there

and did a nice job renovating the place. But
there's been a ot of things that isn't what they
said they were going to do at the begi nning.
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| live above nmy building as well. ['ve
changed out the wi ndows. Everything is insul ated.
| barely hear a fire truck until it's right on ne.

But | can hear that nusic vibrating in ny house.
' macross the street.

The parking is a big deal. They can't
control where people park. But with all the pop-ups
and things, parking in the bus | anes, parking
everywhere. They don't have any power or control of
that. It's just everywhere. So as |ong as
everything's going along as it's supposed to and
they're neeting the guidelines.

| don't understand how anybody got an ABC
license wthout a kitchen. That's the law. That's
why you can have a brewery and have a food truck out
front. But they're getting away with it.
Restaurants don't even like that. But to get a
full-blown al cohol I|icense without a kitchen is
beyond nme, unless they've changed the guidelines,
because |'ve had to get one before.

So | want the business to flourish. [|I'm
not here to say shut themdown. W have to have
gui delines and things we watch because it does
affect all the other businesses around. Wen people
feel safe wal king down the street -- this, that, and
the other. |I'mtrying to get the City to light it
up nore down there and nake sure the |ight bulbs are
brighter.

|'mfromPortsnmouth originally. Had a
busi ness since 2010. And |'ve been in business for
25 years. So you have to be courteous of your
nei ghbors. You do have to think about what's going
on around you. It's not just about what we're doing
and howit affects them | understand financi al
things of trying to get nore business in there. But
you just can't cone up with things you aren't
approved for and don't have a license for, and
nobody really realizes it's going on.

The Book Club is beautiful. They' ve done
a great renovation. People have actually been in
there for certain things in the beginning. It was
gorgeous. | haven't had the opportunity to go in
there. But it started just becom ng nore like a
club. And it was consistent. Every Tuesday night a
pop-up. Every Thursday night was karaoke. Al
these things. But that's not what they were
approved for initially.

| would |ike everybody to take that into
consideration. |If that can all be fixed, then it's
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not a problem Like | said, | don't want an enpty
hol e there. They've done a beautiful job. But the
noi se and insulation have to be addressed. A lot of
busi nesses down here, we need nore people checking
up on the guidelines for everyone, you know, the
busi ness licenses and all those things. For those
of us doing exactly what we're supposed to, and you
see everybody el se getting away with things they're
not supposed to be doing, and nobody's doing
anything about it, it's a problem

CHAI RWOVAN THAXTON:  Ma'am if you could
finish up.

M5. KEMPPAINEN. |If they open a full-blown
entertai nment establishnment, they're going to be in
there until two in the norning. There's no way
around that. Thank you.

CHAl RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you very nuch.

Conmi ssi oners, any questions?

Madam Secret ary.

M5. JACKSON. Thank you, Madam Chair man.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, if there's anyone
el se here who did not get an opportunity to register
and would like to address this application, you may
cone forward and state your name and address, and
you will be given up to five mnutes to speak.

Appearing to be none, Madam Chai rman and
menbers of the Planning Comm ssioner, this public
hearing is now cl osed.

CHAl RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you, Madam
Secretary.

Conmmi ssioners, is there any nore
di scussi on?

COW SSI ONER HI NDS: Madam Chai rman, thank
you for acknow edging nme there. Qur applicant has
raised his hand as if he needs to add sone clarity.
Can we hear fromhim please?

CHAI RA\MOVAN THAXTON:  Sure.

Hold on. If you could refrain from
speaking up fromthe audience, | would greatly
appreciate it.

|f the applicant would like to come back
up here, he's certainly nore than wel cone to do so.

MR, MCELROY: Again, | just wanted to
say -- and thank you, ma'am | just want to say
legally right now we could be open every night until
2:00 in the norning. Every night. Wth the w ne
and beer, we could be open every night until 2:00 in
the morning. Al right? W've never had an event
until one. Twelve mdnight is when that Thursday
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shut down. Twelve mdnight. W' re being
consi der at e.

And then again, like, we're in front of
conmi ssioners right now R ght? And we got 20-year
residents, 40-year residents. W've been there
al nrost two years now as far as operating. Al nost

two years. | would have liked to have seen the
nei ghbors -- because | don't know what doors to
knock on. But we're open. W have hours. | would

like to see the neighbors cone in, talk to us, let
us know what you're thinking. Not here at the Cty.
Just, | nean, we're not nmean. W're not
m sunder st andi ng people. W' re not crazy people or
anything like that. Just come in and talk to us.

W' ve been to the civic | eague neeting.
They're not at the civic | eague neeting. They have
a different league. | don't know what it is. It's
t he condo | eague or sonething over there. But we've
been to the civic | eague neeting. W' ve been to the

busi ness commttee neeting for the City. | just
didn't see any of themat these nmeetings. So they
have a condo association neeting. | don't live in

that condo. So | didn't know they had a neeting.

Like | said, we have no problemsitting
down. It's a coffee shop. You can add some kahl ua
to your coffee. W can sit down and actually talk
with no issues and hash this out.

But the question of the ABC |icense, which
is valid, all this stuff like that | think it's
uncalled for. W definitely can sit down as
nei ghbors and talk it out. W definitely can. M

and ny wife don't have any issues with that. If
it's loud nusic past 12, we can definitely talk
about it. |'mapproachable. 1'moutside all the

time sweeping off the front sidewal k, picking up
cigarette butts, bottles, stuff that doesn't have to
do with us.

| guarantee we add to the comunity.
We're not taking away. | just wanted to finish with
that. That's it.

CHAl RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you, sir.

Madam Secretary, you closed the public

heari ng.

Conmi ssi oner Jiggetts.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  Yes. | wanted to
be clear on one thing. |If you could would come back

to the podium There's a comment about your not
having a kitchen. But you do serve food. How do
you serve the food?
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MR. MCELROY: According to ABC, you have
to have facilities for handwashi ng, di shwashi ng.

You have to have adequate refrigeration and freezer
storage. Be able to store so much food on site and
prepare hot neals. On the front of the building,
you see that we just put the blue -- | don't know if
you can go back to the previous photo. Those

sandwi ches are hot. Those are all grilled panini
sandwi ches. ABC knows this. W submitted a nmenu to
them So that being said, food is being prepared.
We get all of our cold cuts and stuff from Wgmans.
W're trying to bring sonething that people don't
normal ly see. That's the hot food we're serving.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: Thank you so nuch

CHAI RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, any additional comrents?
Thank you.

Madam Secretary, | believe that you cl osed
the public hearing; is that correct?

M5. JACKSON: That's correct.

CHAl RMOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oners, if
there are no nore additional questions, then we are
in need of a notion.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  Madam Chair, | nade a
notion earlier before the public hearing was cl osed,
and | was out of order for that. | do apol ogi ze.

But | wll make a simlar notion in this regard,
that | believe there may be potential common ground
bet ween community and business owner. And in the
interest of that, | would Iike for us to defer this
for 30 days to potentially allow for that. But, B
to al so answer a handful of the questions presented
to staff in a staff report for us to take up at our
next regularly schedul ed neeting.

CHAI RMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,
Cormm ssi oner Hi nds.

Wul d anybody |ike to nake a second?

Thank you, conm ssioners. The notion has
failed.

Madam Secret ary.

M5. JACKSON: Sonebody can make anot her
not i on.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oners, | need
soneone el se to make another notion. That notion
has fail ed.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: | neke a notion
t hat the Pl anni ng Conm ssion vote to issue the Use
Permt.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oner
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Jiggetts, we need for you to nake the notion to
approve or deny.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: | make the notion
to approve the applicant for the Use Permt. | just
need a second.

CHAl RMOVAN THAXTON:  That's UP-23-09.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  UP- 23- 009.

CHAl RAOVAN THAXTON:  Yes, ma' am

M5. JACKSON: Just so I'mclear, the
notion is to approve UP-23-09, and we need a second.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  Second.

M5. JACKSON. Is that with conditions?

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: W th conditions.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  Wth conditions.

M5. JACKSON: W have a notion and second
to approve with conditions. And you will be voting
el ectronically.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS: Madam Chair, | thank
everybody for the healthy dialogue, and | wanted to
give the rationale to this gentleman who has
answered every question I've thrown at him |
support your business. | hope it all turns out.
wi Il not be supporting this Use Permt. | was
hopi ng we, A, would have an opportunity for our
conmmunity and business to go forward and in a
positive manner. However, |'malso a big believer
in the ways and neans of things that should happen.
There's definitely been a fall-down on behalf of the
applicant in accordance to zoning. Nothing
personal. | wanted to thank you for answering al
t he questions, and | w sh your business well.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Hi nds.

Conmi ssi oners, we have a first and second.

Madam Secretary.

M5. JACKSON: You will be voting
el ectronically.

(El ectronic Vote)

M5. JACKSON: This itemis approved by a
vote of four to two with conditions.
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UP- 23- 12, DOANTOWN:

M5. JACKSON: Qur next itemis UP-23-12,
Downt own. Tawana Frater with Gentle Touch Learning
Center, LLC, requests a Use Permt to operate a
child daycare on the approximately 1.75 acres
| ocated at 670 Lincoln Street in the Downtown
Special District, SD, zoning district. The Future
Land Use Map of the Build One Portsnouth
Conpr ehensi ve Plan designates this property for
m xed-use enploynent. The property is the owned by
t he Runnynmede Corporation and is further described
as Tax Map 33, Parcel 79. Staff coordinator is Amy
Mer vi ne.

This application is going to be deferred
until your July 18th Pl anni ng Comm ssion public
heari ng. Because we have advertised this case, if
there is anyone here who would like to address this
application, you may cone forward at this tine,
state your nane and address for the record, and you
have five mnutes to speak.

Appearing to be none, we will not close
t he public hearing, and we will have this case on
the July 18th public hearing for the PC

CHAI RWOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you, Madam
Secretary.

Conmi ssioners, we are in need of a notion
and a second to defer.

COW SSI ONER HI NDS: Madam Chair, | nove
we defer UP-23-12 to our next schedul ed neeting on
July 18t h.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  Second.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Curry.

Madam Secretary.

M5. JACKSON: Thank you. W have a notion
and a second to defer this until the July 18, 2023,
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. And you will be voting
el ectronically.

(El ectronic Vote)

M5. JACKSON: This itemis deferred by a
vote of six to zero.
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Z-23- 04, DONNTOWN:

M5. JACKSON. Qur next itemis Z-23-04,
Downt own. Don Scott, Esquire, on behalf of SAFStor
Real Estate Conpany, LLC, requests to rezone
approxi mately 5.38 acres at 0 Effingham Street from
Downt own D1-T5 subdistrict to Conditional General
M xed- Use, GMJFK, in order to devel op a self-service
storage facility. The applicant is concurrently
requesting a Use Permit for the self-service storage
facility use, UP-23-11. The Future Land Use Map of
the Build One Portsnmouth Conprehensive Pl an
designates this property for m xed-use enpl oynent.
The property is the owned by the Portsnouth
Redevel opment and Housing Authority and is further
descri bed as Tax Map 29, Parcel 9. The staff
coordinator is Julie Chop

The representative applicant is at the
podi um and you have 10 mnutes, sir.

MR, SCOTT: Hopefully, | won't need 10
m nut es.

Good afternoon, conm ssioners, staff.

W' ve cone to you before on this. It was approved
before by the Pl anni ng Conm ssion unani nously. Mich
has not changed. There are conditions that the
staff put on, |andscaping, renoving a fence, other

t hings we agreed to do.

As you know, this is the old Washi ngton
Park site that was shut down. Public housing
project that was shut down in the "80s. So it's
been off the books for about 40 years in the city of
Portsmouth. Basically just been vacant, abandoned,
an eyesore for all intents and purposes on
Ef fi ngham

We have the support of the civic | eague
there. W have nmet with them and presented to them
our plan. They supported it unani nously,
whol e-heartedly. W have gone to our partners,
PRHA. M. Bland, the director, is here. They
support the project, nunber one, because we're
paying for it. So we're going to provide sone nmuch
needed revenue to the Housing Authority. And we're
al so going to provide nuch needed job creation in
the city of Portsnouth, at |east tenporarily while
we build it.

This is going to be a
three-mllion-dollar- plus investnment to put this
site up and get this thing done. As you all know,
it was a site that was an EPA-condemmed site. It
was capped and has been capped since that tine.
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| think in your package there's a letter
from EPA stating what the perm ssible uses are. One
of the permssible uses is for sonething |like this.
It has a very low inpact with in and out ingress and
egress for folks to cone in and take care of their
storage and | eave.

So we're tal king about a huge opportunity
for the City to take sonething that has been costing
the City noney to now be sonething that is producing
revenue for the City while also maintaining the
reason it was capped in the first place. Continue
to be a safe product, safe environnment for our
citizens.

Wth that, we're here to answer any

questions. |If you do have any questions -- | went
to | aw school because | was told there would be no
math -- there's an engineer in the back, M. Burtt

with SAFStor, who can answer any technical
questions. And | yield the rest of ny tine.

CHAl R\MOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you, M. Scott.

Conmi ssi oner Jiggetts.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: | have one
guestion. WII the front of the building where you
turn in, is that off of Effinghamor off of another
| ocation on sort of the back?

MR. SCOTT: Cone on up. | just don't
recal | .

MR BURTT: JimBurtt. The site plan was
up just a second ago, and | can explain. Ckay.
Perfect. That is the essentially what we're going
to be putting in. The main entrance woul d be off of
Ef fingham There is an ancillary entrance on the
rear of the property, mainly to be able to have fire
trucks go through. OQherw se, there would have to
be some sort of hammerhead or sonething like that, a
turnaround for a fire truck

W're trying to disturb as little property
as we can. It is -- this piece of property has
multiple issues with it, one of which is the EPA
letter you have in front of you. Al so has a high
water table. W're in a flood plain. W're having
to build it up seven feet in the air.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS: | hate to stop
you. |I'mover here. Here | amright here. MW
question is, is there going to be a main entrance
going into the site fromEffingham Street?

MR. SCOIT: Yes, ma'am

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  You woul d be able
toturninto it fromEfingham Street? 1s that
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going to be the main entrance?

MR. SCOIT: Yes, ma'am

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  That woul d be the
mai n entrance. GCkay. Thank you.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oners, any
addi ti onal questions?

Conmi ssi oner Hi nds.

COW SSI ONER HINDS: | do have a questi on.
You were going to cover it before Ms. Jiggetts --
about the flood plain. | think there was sonething
in the packet that said you had to go as high as
three. | heard another nunber cone out as well.

Are you going all the way to seven? |s that the
pl an?

MR. BURTT: Are you asking how high it has
to be?

COW SSI ONER HI NDS:  Yeah.

MR BURTT: | believe the requirenent is
you' re supposed to be at |east one to two feet
hi gher than base flood el evation for 100 year. And
seven foot is what gets us to that point. So we
have a ot of dirt comng in here.

COW SSI ONER HINDS:  You're right about
the site having a | ot of problens or chall enges,
easenents running basically through the property.
There's a nunmber of things that you' ve had to design
around to make this a potential project | think. |
support it because, again, | don't think there's an
awmful ot that can be done given the site chall enges
that you're going to be having. Thank you.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

Conmmi ssi oners, any additional questions
for the applicant?

Thank you, M. Scott.

Thank you, M. Burtt.

Madam Secretary.

M5. JACKSON: Thank you, Madam Chai r man.

CHAl RAMOVAN THAXTON: | " m sorry.
Conmi ssi oner Jiggetts.

COW SSI ONER JI GGETTS:  Just for full
di sclosure. | did want to say | did serve on the
PRHA before | started nmy comm ssion here on the
Pl anni ng Conmi ssion. And being a nenber of the PRHA
board, that was our property that was under
contract. So I just wanted to give full disclosure.
| was part of the comm ssioners who voted to sel
the property. And although | may not have to give
full disclosure, | think you all know ne well enough
now to know I believe in full disclosure. Thank
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you.

CHAI RA\OVAN THAXTON:  Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Jiggetts.

Madam Secret ary.

M5. JACKSON: Thank you, Madam Chair man.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, this is a public
hearing on Item Z-23-04. |If there is someone here
who did not register and would like to address this
application, you may cone forward, state your nane
and address, and you will be given up to five
m nutes to speak.

MR GEDULDI G YETROVSKY: (Good afternoon
Madam Chair, comm ssioners, and ot her nei ghbors.
|*' m Mar k CGedul di g- Yetrovsky. You can reach nme at PO
Box 50141, Portsnouth, 23703.

| am going to encourage you to do as your
predecessors have done and decide this correctly for
the third tine. They didn't do it for the third
time, but maintaining that record | think stands you
in good stead. | wish that council had done it
right, if not on the first try, the second try. But
they're the ones who nade it necessary for you al
to hear it once again.

As the attorney for the applicant stated,
t he Environmental Protection Agency, which is
responsi bl e for ensuring that what we do occurs in a
responsi bl e way, has given its seal of approval to
this project. As Conm ssioner Hi nds has said and
the applicant's attorney has said, this property has
a nunber of challenges that have kept it inert
essentially for four decades. And yet the City of
Portsmout h struggl es because so nuch of our land is
not taxable. So this seens |ike a good solution to
a persistent problem And | should say | thank the
applicant for persisting in the face of |less than an
open-armed wel cone to do this project.

| shoul d add about nyself that | have been
involved in a nunber of environmental causes for at
| east three decades. And so | amparticularly
sensitive to issues dealing with the wellbeing of
t he environment and the people who inhabit it. And
| amsatisfied in nmy heart that this is an
environmental |y responsi bl e approach to a probl em
that is also a financial problemfor the Gty of
Por t snmout h.

So wth that said, | encourage you to do
the right thing as | see it and vote as your
predecessors have to make this happen. Thank you
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CHAI RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

M5. JACKSON: Ladies and gentlemen, this
is a public hearing on Item Z-23-04. |If there's
anyone el se here who would like to address it, you
may cone forward and state your name and address,
and you have up to five mnutes to speak.

MR BLAND: CGood afternoon. Edward Bl and.
|'mhere to support the project. | think it would
be the best use for the city. |It's been not used
really for alnost 40 years you mght say. This is
an opportunity to go ahead and get the best use for
it and al so provide additional storage for the folks
who are transitioning in and out of Portsmouth. So
|*'mhere to support it on behalf of the PRHA. Thank
you.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

MS. JACKSON: |Is there anyone el se here
who would like to address this application?

Appearing to be none, Madam Chair man
menbers of the Planning Comm ssion, this public
hearing is now cl osed.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssioners, we are
in need of a notion and a second.

COW SSI ONER CURRY: | nmeke a nove to
approve Z-23-04. Are there conditions with this
one?

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  No, not on this one.

COW SSI ONER CURRY: Motion to approve
Z- 20- 04.

COW SSIONER HINDS:  1'1l second that.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

MS. JACKSON: We have a notion and a
second to approve Z-23-04, and you will be voting
el ectronically.

(El ectronic Vote)

M5. JACKSON: This itemis approved six to
zero.
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UP-23- 11, DOANTOWN:

M5. JACKSON. Qur next item UP-23-11
Downt own. Don Scott, Esquire, on behalf of SAFStor
Real Estate Conmpany, LLC, requests a Use Permt for
a three-story, 103, 350-square-foot self-storage
facility with 793 units on the approxi mately
5.38-acre property at 0 Effi ngham Street. The
property is currently zoned Downtown, D1, in the T5
subdistrict. The applicant is concurrently
requesting a rezoning of the property to Conditional
General M xed Use, GV} K, zoning district Z-23-04.
The Future Land Use Map of the Build One Portsnouth
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an designates this property for
m xed-use enploynent. The property is owned by the
Port snout h Redevel opnent and Housi ng Aut hority,
PRHA, and is further described as Tax Map 29, Parcel
9. The staff coordinator is Julie Chop.

The applicant is already at the podiumto
present his case.

MR SCOIT: Good to see you again, Madam
Chair, after so long a tine, and conm ssioners.

There's no new information to present.
You kind of heard the full gist of this already.
Again, it's a three-story, 103, 000-square-foot
storage facility, 793 units. Nothing' s changed
except we just need you to approve this change so
that we can get this thing, start breaking ground,
and nove it forward, bring it to Gty Council, and
hopeful Iy have some success this tine. Thank you.

CHAI RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.

MS. JACKSON: This is a public hearing for
ltem UP-23-11. |If there's anyone here who did not
get an opportunity register and would like to
address this application, you may cone forward,
state your nane and address for the record, and you
will be given up to five mnutes to speak.

Appearing to be none, Madam Chair man,
menbers of the Planning Comm ssion, this public
hearing is now cl osed.

CHAl RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you, Madam
Secretary.

Conmi ssi oners, are there any additional
questions? No?

We are in need of a notion and a second
with conditions.

COW SSI ONER CURRY:  Madam Chair, | nake a
notion to approve UP-23-11 with conditions.

COW SSIONER HINDS:  1'1l second that.

CHAI RAMOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you.
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M5. JACKSON:. W have a notion and a
second to approve UP-23-11 with conditions. And you
will be voting electronically.

(El ectronic Vote)

M5. JACKSON. This itemis approved by a
vote of six to zero with conditions.

CHAl RAOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you, Madam
Secretary. | believe that concludes our agenda for
today; is that correct?

M5. JACKSON: That is correct.

CHAl RWOVAN THAXTON:  Conmi ssi oners, is
t here any further business?

Ms. Adunuah, any further business?

M5. ADUMUAH.  Thank you for your service.

CHAl R\MOVAN THAXTON:  Thank you. W
appreciate everything the staff does.

Wth that said, the hearing is adjourned.

(Meeting adjourned at 3:48 p.m)
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COMMONVEALTH OF VIRG NI A AT LARGE, to-wit:

|, Kinmberly A Watrous, Registered Professional
Reporter, a Notary Public for the Commonweal t h of
Virginia at Large, of qualification in the Crcuit
Court of the Gty of Norfolk, Virginia, do hereby
certify that this proceeding was recorded in
St enotype by ne and reduced to computer printout
under ny direction; and that the foregoing
constitutes a true, accurate, and conplete
transcript of such proceedi ngs.

| further certify that | amnot related to nor
ot herw se associated with any counsel or party to
this proceeding nor otherwise interested in the
event thereof.

G ven under ny hand and notarial registration

nunber on June 22, 2023, at Norfol k, Virginia.

Ki mberly A Watrous, RPR

Not ary/ eNotary Reg. No. 195088
My comm ssion Expires 09-30-26
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