DOWNTOWN DESIGN COMMITTEE
AGENDA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2022
6th FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
801 CRAWFORD STREET
WORK SESSION 5:30 PM/PUBLIC MEETING 6:00 PM

A.

CALL TO ORDER

B.

WELCOME

C.

ROLL CALL

D.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

E.

SUMMARY OF THE PURPOSE OF DESIGN REVIEW

F.

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS

G.

CONSENT AGENDA

I.

REVIEW APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENES (COA)
**CONSENT AGENDA: Applications that have been examined by the Downtown
Design Committee and have been found to be complete and consistent with the design
guidelines are approved at the beginning of the meeting and are approved as submitted.
NEW APPLICATIONS
DDC-22-00002

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Request of Terreon Conyers, on behalf of The Contriver Group/Trenton Walker, for new
construction of a three-story mixed-use 3,800 square foot building. The property is located
at 724 High Street. Project details are below:
x Exterior to have red brick, glass on the front, sand stucco, brick, and
HardiePlank on the sides.
x Windows to be composite/aluminum for the 2nd and 3rd floor apartments and
glass for the 1st floor commercial.
x Proposed cornice at parapet around the top of the building, with roof top access.
x Storefront door to be aluminum.
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Applicant indicates development includes 18 percent open space set-aside,
which exceeds the Zoning Ordinance required 15 percent.
Site Plan Review submittal will include review of required landscaping.

“Acceptable materials [for parapet] include painted galvanized steel and copper are
acceptable. Vinyl and PVC materials are not acceptable…” pg. 140
“The material of any new building shall be carefully considered within the context of
the adjacent existing buildings…” pg. 140
“For Art Deco and Modern buildings, single pane, fixed or casement style metal
windows may be appropriate…” pg. 140
“Windows sills and lintels, whether stone, brick or wood, should be carefully
considered along with the design of the windows and architectural style of the
building…” pg. 140
“Where height permits, the use of transoms over the door should be incorporated. A
typical High Street commercial building feature is a recessed entry…” pg. 141
“Street level trim, such as applied pilasters, must coordinate with the storefront
material…” pg. 141
“Art Deco and Modern styles may have metal storefronts. The typical pattern of
storefront design includes a base or low wall, a display window above that, a transom
over the window and then a cornice. Storefronts may have central or off-center
entrances…” pg. 141
“Awnings and signage, if present, are to be located between the top of the windows, or
transoms if present, and any second floor windows…” pg. 141
DDC-22-00003

REHABILITATION

Request of Anthony Goodwin, on behalf of Arlington Square Portsmouth LLC, for rehab of
an existing building. The property is located at 822 High Street. Project details are below:
x Repair front walls, including repair or replace wood trim in kind.
x Walls painted tan with SW7019 Gauntlet Gray trim.
x Repair or replace in kind front 2nd floor wood windows to match windows on
east and north walls.
x Replace mercantile windows with steel frame "Tudor Artisan" style stationary
windows.
x Replace front doors with wood and glass door for mercantile space and solid
six-panel door for residence.
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Remove rear “lean-to” addition and reinstall brick wall with original window
layout, reinstall raked roof with TPO or similar product, and tuck and point
existing brick walls, clean without damaging existing antique mural signs.
Install new accent lighting sconces on front.

“The primary visible wall material should be unpainted brick (or brick color if already
painted) or stone…” pg. 140
“Brick color should be within a close range of red to brown color tones. Other shades
of brick shall be considered on a case by case basis…” pg. 140
“Existing windows, if original, should be retained or replaced with windows that match
in all dimensions and profiles to the originals. Replacement window materials should
match the historic window, but wood windows may be replaced with wood, metal-clad
wood or wood-composite…” pg. 140
“For new construction, windows should match the style of the building in which they
are present… For Art Deco and Modern buildings, single pane, fixed or casement style
metal windows may be appropriate…” pg. 140
“Art Deco and Modern styles may have metal doors. Wood composite and vinyl doors
are not permissible…” pg. 141
DDC-22-00004

REHABILITATION

Request of Anthony Goodwin for rehab of a one-story 336 square foot existing building
and site. The property is located at 454 Chestnut Street. Project details are below:
x Install white brick knee-wall on front and sides of building, install “board and
baton” cementitious panels above brick and paint corporate color blue, install
natural cedar on gable ends of roof structure.
x Repair existing 5-inch by 12-inch pitch roof utilizing Owens Corning Harbor
Blue dimensional shingle.
x Optional extension of roof pitch up to 20-inch by 12-inch with the addition of
faux white brick chimneys up to 20 feet in height.
x Replace windows with steel frame “Tudor Artisan” style stationary windows,
replace one door with a 3rd stationary window.
x Install two stainless steel windowsills for larger windows.
x Install fixed slat shutters adjacent to windows painted with secondary corporate
pink.
x Replace front door with wood or steel panel door and install rear-loading door.
x Remove nonconforming Safeway Cab pole sign.
x Install 6-foot horizontal board wood fencing along west and south property
lines, install 3-foot white picket fence around customer area, install raised
planters with white brick on front corners of property and 2 in front of building,
Planning Department
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x
x
x
x
x

install approximately 10 feet by 30 feet of green turf in place of existing asphalt
within fenced customer area, install standard 36 inch formed concrete table and
benches.
Install 6-foot tall fence enclosing 8-feet by 8-feet trash area.
Install post and solar lights on existing pedestals in two front and rear south
corners.
Install 12-foot driveway apron from Wall Street alley.
Alternative location needed for tenant signage as roof signs are prohibited in
Zoning Ordinance Sec. 40.2-307(E).
Applicant plans to provide material, dimensions, and details of proposed tenant
and menu board signage for approval at March meeting.

“Acceptable [roof] materials include slate, faux slate, standing seam metal (painted
terne, terne coated steel, painted galvanized meal, copper), wood shingle and concrete
shingle, metal shingle/flat seam, and, in carefully considered cases, asphalt shingle…”
pg. 100
“The primary visible wall material should be unpainted brick (or brick color if already
painted) or horizontal siding (wood or cement board)…” pg. 100
“Brick color should be within a close range of red to brown color tones…” pg. 100
“Other shades of brick shall be considered on a case by case basis…” pg. 100
“Replacement window materials should match the historic window, but wood windows
may be replaced with wood, metal-clad wood or wood composite…” pg. 100
“For Art Deco and Modern buildings, single pane, fixed or casement style metal
windows may be appropriate…” pg. 100
“Art Deco and Modern styles may have metal doors…” pg. 101
“Fences must be a minimum of 4’ in height. Fences must not conflict with vehicle sight
lines…” pg. 61
“Fences shall consist of black wrought iron, the traditional fencing material of
Portsmouth…” pg. 61
“Signs shall not extend above the highest point of the roofline…” pg. 66
“Inappropriate sign types [include] pole mounted signs; monumental signs; signs
overpower the building or obscures architectural features; signs that move, rotate, or
flash…” pg. 68
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“Light shall be directed at the sign from an external, shielded lamp.
illumination of a sign is inappropriate, with few exceptions…” pg. 69
DDC-22-00006

Internal

ROOF & WINDOW REPLACEMENT

Request of Tom Cho to replace fire-damaged existing slate roof framing, sheathing, and
shingles located on the front right and rear roof with asphalt shingles in Harvest Slate color
and to repair/replace steeple and dormer roofs with slate (if possible). The property is
located at 635 South Street. Additional information below:
x Rear fire-damaged dormer to be replaced in-kind.
x Additional request to replace 31 wood windows with white double hung one
over one, vinyl windows.
“Acceptable [roof] materials include slate, faux slate, standing seam metal (painted
terne, terne coated steel, painted galvanized metal, copper), wood shingle and concrete
shingle, metal shingle/flat seam, and, in carefully considered cases, asphalt shingle…”
pg. 156
“Existing windows, if original, should be retained or replaced with windows that match
in all dimensions and profiles to the originals. Replacement window materials should
match the historic window, but wood windows may be replaced with wood, metal-clad
wood or wood-composite. Insulated glass is acceptable, so long as muntins, if present,
are “true simulated divided light” that include an internal spacer bar. Tinted glass is
not permitted, but low-e glass is acceptable.” pg. 156

I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
J. NEW BUSINESS
K. ADJOURNMENT
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The Contriver Group / Trenton Walker
301 Goode Way Suite 105 Portsmouth, VA 23704
75743592521
7575288501
threcontrivergroup@gmail.com / info@pecpc.net

12/21/21

X

X

X
X
X
X
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CASE #

DDC-22-00003

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)
Application
Planning Department
801 Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia 23704
www.portsmouthva.gov/181/Planning-Department
757-393-8836
Notes:
1. An approved Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is required prior to initiating any material change in
appearance to the exterior of a building, structure, or lot located in the Olde Towne, Park View, Port Norfolk,
Cradock, and Truxtun Historic Districts, and in the Downtown Design Overlay District in accordance with
procedures and standards outlined in Section 40.2-536 of the City’s Zoning Ordinance. An approved COA is
required before any other applications can be filed.
2. A Pre-Application Conference is not required for a Certificate of Appropriateness but applicants are strongly
encouraged to discuss the proposed project with Planning Department staff prior to submitting a COA
application.
3. Applicants are encouraged to consult the Downtown Design Manual or the appropriate historic district design
guidelines found on the Planning Department website. The Historic District Approved Paint Colors and the
Downtown Design District Approved Paint Colors documents are also available on the Planning Department
website.
4. Depending on the proposed activity, the review and decision on a COA application may be undertaken by staff,
the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), or the Downtown Design Commission (DDC). See the matrix in
district guidelines to identify the appropriate review body based on the proposed project type.
5. Omitting information pertaining to your project from the project description narrative or other required
submissions for this application will cause your application to be deemed incomplete.
6. No application will be processed while violations exist on the property or if there are outstanding fines, taxes,
liens, or other fees are owed to the City of Portsmouth, unless the application and/or approval would remedy
the violation.
7. Applications are due at 5:00 PM on the date listed in the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) meeting
schedule or Downtown Design Committee (DDC) meeting schedule, which can be found on the Planning
Department website.
8. HPC meets the third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM. DDC meets the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00
PM.
9. COAs may be revoked at such point in time if omitted or incorrect information has been brought to light.
10. A City staff site visit may also be required for consideration of your application. Your signature on this form
allows city staff to enter the property to view and inspect the exterior of any buildings or structures on the site.
11. In approving a COA, the approving entity may impose any conditions regarding the location, character, and
other features of the proposed material change of appearance as may be deemed necessary to ensure
compliance with the general intent and purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and the relevant guidelines and to
prevent or minimize adverse effects from the change of appearance. Provided, however, that no conditions to
which the applicant does not agree shall be imposed
12. There is no fee if application is submitted prior to work being started. A $250 - $1,000 fee will be charged if
work has begun prior to approval or fee as established in City Code Appendix A Portsmouth Fee Schedule.
13. Submit applications by email to the Historic Preservation Commission at hpc@portsmouthva.gov or to the
Downtown Design Committee at ddc@portsmouthva.gov or to City of Portsmouth, Planning Department 4th
Floor, 801 Crawford Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704
14. An approved Zoning Permit application will be required for most items following approval of the COA.
15. Building permits may also be required for the project. Applicants are advised to consult with the Department of
Permits and Inspections regarding permitting requirements.
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1. General Project Information

Submission Date:
Project Address:
District
Location:
Type of Work:

1/18/22
822 High Street
Downtown Design

Olde Towne

Changes to an Existing Structure/ Site

Total Value of All Proposed Work:

Port Norfolk

Park View

New Construction

Cradock

Addition(s)

Truxtun
Demolition

$ 50k

Were the Historic District and/or Downtown Guidelines consulted?

Yes

No

Don’t Know

2. Project Description Narrative
Describe all exterior work on the building and site that can be seen from a public right-of-way. Be sure to indicate all
proposed exterior materials and colors. Consult the Historic District Approved Paint Colors and the Downtown Design
District Approved Paint Colors documents for color choices. Use additional sheets and attach material sample sheets,
site photographs, physical survey including footprint of proposed development, elevations, etc., where appropriate.

Building
-Repair front walls in kind along with wood trim
-Install new accent lighting sconces as shown 7"x41/4"
-Repair or replace in kind as needed wood window on front and install to match three window
positions to East side wall and three in North wall second floor
-Repair or replace front doors in kind with wood door and glass on mercantile and solid six panel on
residence
-Remove iron window and door coverings on mercantile space
-Replace existing mercantile windows with steel frame "Tudor Artisan" style stationary windows
-Demolish rear "lean to" addition to rear due to deuteriation beyond repair
-Re-install brick wall in rear with original window layout
-Re-install raked roof to rear with TPO or similar product
-Tuck and Point existing brick walls and clean without destroying antique mural signs
Please See Attached
3. Project Activities
Check all the items below that are included in this project and
provide a detailed description in accordance with Section 2 above.
Include a drawing and/or conceptual site plan of all included items
New Construction
Exterior modification of an existing building
Windows
Siding
Roof
Door(s)
Porch
Other (specify in narrative)
Addition to an existing building
Size of Addition (square feet):
Use of Addition:
Modifications of an existing parking lot
Installation of new parking lot, parking spaces, or loading spaces
Installation or modification of trash collection area (e.g. dumpster or cardboard recycling)
Installation or modification of exterior lighting
Installation or modification of fence or wall
Installation or modification of sign
Installation or modification of outdoor storage area
Installation or modification of accessory building (A building permit will also be required if building is over
256 square feet in size or greater)
Installation of solar panels
Installation or modification of other site features (provide details in Project Description Narrative above)
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application
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4. Applicant Information
The applicant must sign the applicant certification box. See item number 7 below.
Applicant Name:
Mailing Address:
Phone Number(s):
Email Address:

Anthony W Goodwin
38 Linden Ave Portsmouth VA 23704
757-320-3496
agoodwin3@cox.net

5. Property Owner Information (if different from applicant information)
The property owner must sign the property owner consent box. See item number 6 below.

Arlington Square Portmouth LLC
507 Oaklette Drive

Property Owner Contact Name:
Mailing Address:
Phone Number(s):
Email Address:

6. Property Owner Consent (if different from applicant information)
By signing this application below, I, as the owner of the property under review, give my endorsement of this
application.
Property Owner or Authorized Signature:

Date Signed:

7. Applicant Certification
By signing this application below, I hereby attest to the truth and accuracy of all facts and information
presented with this application.
Applicant Signature:

Date Signed:

1/18/22

Submittal Requirements
Submit digital copies of all required documents. Hard copies of some documents may be required.
A. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL COA APPLICATIONS
Pre-Application Conference completed (recommended)
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application (completely filled out with all required information included)
Application fee or fee as established in City Code Appendix A Portsmouth Fee Schedule, if work has begun prior to
COA Application submission
Color photographs of the site showing all public views of site where work is proposed
A materials sample sheet showing color, type, manufacturer, and item number of new materials being proposed (i.e.
windows, siding, roofing materials, etc.)
Any additional information determined to be necessary by Planning staff
B. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CHANGES TO AN EXISTING STRUCTURE
Scaled physical survey/aerial GIS image of the property and proposed alterations (if applicable)
Elevation drawings for building facades subject to modification (if applicable)
Floor plans of affected areas of the historic structure (if applicable)
C. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ROOF REPLACEMENTS
If proposing a change in materials, material sample sheet(s) showing the design, color, and type of materials to be
used.
Letter from certified engineer indicating roof is not structurally repairable.
D. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SITES
Scaled physical survey of the property/aerial GIS image and proposed construction and alterations (if applicable)
(Note that certain development types will require a current physical survey.)
Elevations of proposed fences and other structures with dimensions (if applicable)
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application
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Submittal Requirements
Submit digital copies of all required documents. Hard copies of some documents may be required.
E. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS
Site drawing showing sign location
Scaled drawing showing sign face, border, mounting mechanism, color, size of sign and lettering, and materials
F. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND ADDITIONS
1. BUILDING INFORMATION: Submit on separate sheets.
Elevation of each building facade
Description of type of material(s) used on each façade elevation
Proposed building height(s) in feet and stories
Amount of fenestration on the ground floor and upper floor front façade of a commercial building (if applicable)
2. SITE INFORMATION: All of the following information must be provided on a scaled, physical survey. Submit survey
on separate sheet.
Acreage and square footage of the site
Proposed building height(s) in feet and number of floors
Footprints of all existing and proposed buildings, decks, patios, covered porches, and accessory structures (if
applicable)
Front yard, side yard, corner/end side yard, and rear yard setbacks (if applicable)
All easements with dimensions and designation as to type (if applicable)
Location and description of all existing man-made structures and site features (including monuments, etc.) both above
and below ground (if applicable)
Location of vehicular site access and off-street parking areas, including number of spaces (if applicable)
Location of trash collection areas, including dumpster pads and screening features (if applicable)
Location, height, and materials of proposed fences or walls (if applicable)
Location, height, and materials of proposed signs (if applicable)
G. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR DEMOLITION
A statement describing the need for demolition and plans for new use of property
Feasibility study/structural study/cost estimate for rehabilitation from a structural engineer or applicable professional
Color photographs showing need for demolition
For demolition projects disturbing more than 2,500 square feet, a land disturbance permit through the Department of
Engineering will also be required.

Case Number (Tidemark):

STAFF USE ONLY

Accepted Date:
Total Value of All Proposed Work:

Building Assessed Value: $
Preliminary Zoning review required:

Yes

$

No

Preliminary Zoning review completed
CBPA

New Survey Required?

Flood Zone:

Elevation Certificate Required?

Yes

No
Yes

No

Scheduled HPC/DDC Meeting date
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PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS

Project Name __________________________________ Date ___________
Type or Model __________________________________ Qty ____________

VOLT® Low Voltage Landscape Lighting
VOLT® Ultra Premium Up/Down Sconce- VHS-650-4-BBZ
Product Description
The Ultra Premium Up/Down Sconce light is probably the
ÀQHVWXSGRZQORZYROWDJHODQGVFDSHOLJKWLQJVFRQFHRQWKH
market. It has many unique features; such as glass lenses that
have etched edges, enabling the center of the glass to be
ÁXVKPPDERYHWKHWRSRIWKHEUDVV7KLVIHDWXUHSUHYHQWV
any water from puddling or collecting on top. The body of the
À[WXUHLVWKUHDGHGDQGVFUHZVWRJHWKHUWLJKWO\ZLWKDQ2ULQJ
seal, making it completely water proof. These luminaires
offset further from wall, so light does not get blocked by
aggregate surfaces or header cap stones. Plus, the offset also
allows for better photometrics/illumination than other sconce
designs. These are very heavy at 3 lbs of solid cast brass, with
a sturdy 1-piece arm and mounting. They are much larger
WKDQZKDW\RX·GW\SLFDOO\ÀQGZLWKRWKHUEUDQGV µ;
µ 7KH8OWUD3UHPLXP8S'RZQ6FRQFHIHDWXUHVDEURQ]H
ÀQLVKKDVD*637WLQQHGFRSSHUOHDGZLUHEHU\OOLXP
copper sockets, heat shrink tubing over internal splice, UL
braided sleeve protectors, and two sockets pre-greased with
GLHOHFWULFJUHDVH8VHVWZR05ODPSV VROGVHSDUDWHO\ 
Comes with a lifetime replacement warranty.

Product Dimensions
µ

6SHFLÀFDWLRQV
Z Construction: Brass
Z Finish: Bronze
Z Lead Wire: $:*
Z Lens: &OHDU3URWHFWLYH*ODVV
Z Light Source (sold separately): 05 /('RU+DORJHQ

µ

Z Operating Voltage: 12VAC
Z Powered by: VOLT’s Low Voltage Transformer
µ

µ

Warranty
Lifetime Warranty

&HUWLÀFDWLRQV
µ

Max 35 Watts
File #E466348

)HDWXUHV %HQHÀWV

Max 20 Watts
LISTED File #E466348

Z Solid Brass
Z 3UHDJHGÀQLVKDQDWXUDOSDWLQDWKDWGRHVQRWFRUURGH
Z Beryllium copper socket – more corrosion resistant than
copper
Z Pressure rubber gasket for a moisture tight design

© Copyright 2019, VOLT® Lighting, Lutz, FL USA 33549 • All rights reserved • 813.978.3700
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CASE #

DDC-22-00003

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)
Application
Planning Department
801 Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia 23704
www.portsmouthva.gov/181/Planning-Department
757-393-8836
Notes:
1. An approved Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is required prior to initiating any material change in
appearance to the exterior of a building, structure, or lot located in the Olde Towne, Park View, Port Norfolk,
Cradock, and Truxtun Historic Districts, and in the Downtown Design Overlay District in accordance with
procedures and standards outlined in Section 40.2-536 of the City’s Zoning Ordinance. An approved COA is
required before any other applications can be filed.
2. A Pre-Application Conference is not required for a Certificate of Appropriateness but applicants are strongly
encouraged to discuss the proposed project with Planning Department staff prior to submitting a COA
application.
3. Applicants are encouraged to consult the Downtown Design Manual or the appropriate historic district design
guidelines found on the Planning Department website. The Historic District Approved Paint Colors and the
Downtown Design District Approved Paint Colors documents are also available on the Planning Department
website.
4. Depending on the proposed activity, the review and decision on a COA application may be undertaken by staff,
the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), or the Downtown Design Commission (DDC). See the matrix in
district guidelines to identify the appropriate review body based on the proposed project type.
5. Omitting information pertaining to your project from the project description narrative or other required
submissions for this application will cause your application to be deemed incomplete.
6. No application will be processed while violations exist on the property or if there are outstanding fines, taxes,
liens, or other fees are owed to the City of Portsmouth, unless the application and/or approval would remedy
the violation.
7. Applications are due at 5:00 PM on the date listed in the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) meeting
schedule or Downtown Design Committee (DDC) meeting schedule, which can be found on the Planning
Department website.
8. HPC meets the third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM. DDC meets the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00
PM.
9. COAs may be revoked at such point in time if omitted or incorrect information has been brought to light.
10. A City staff site visit may also be required for consideration of your application. Your signature on this form
allows city staff to enter the property to view and inspect the exterior of any buildings or structures on the site.
11. In approving a COA, the approving entity may impose any conditions regarding the location, character, and
other features of the proposed material change of appearance as may be deemed necessary to ensure
compliance with the general intent and purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and the relevant guidelines and to
prevent or minimize adverse effects from the change of appearance. Provided, however, that no conditions to
which the applicant does not agree shall be imposed
12. There is no fee if application is submitted prior to work being started. A $250 - $1,000 fee will be charged if
work has begun prior to approval or fee as established in City Code Appendix A Portsmouth Fee Schedule.
13. Submit applications by email to the Historic Preservation Commission at hpc@portsmouthva.gov or to the
Downtown Design Committee at ddc@portsmouthva.gov or to City of Portsmouth, Planning Department 4th
Floor, 801 Crawford Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704
14. An approved Zoning Permit application will be required for most items following approval of the COA.
15. Building permits may also be required for the project. Applicants are advised to consult with the Department of
Permits and Inspections regarding permitting requirements.
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1. General Project Information

Submission Date:

1/18/22

Project Address: 822 High Street
District
Location:
Type of Work:

Downtown Design

Olde Towne

Changes to an Existing Structure/ Site

Total Value of All Proposed Work:

Port Norfolk

Park View

New Construction

Cradock

Addition(s)

Truxtun
Demolition

$ 50k

Were the Historic District and/or Downtown Guidelines consulted?

Yes

No

Don’t Know

2. Project Description Narrative
Describe all exterior work on the building and site that can be seen from a public right-of-way. Be sure to indicate all
proposed exterior materials and colors. Consult the Historic District Approved Paint Colors and the Downtown Design
District Approved Paint Colors documents for color choices. Use additional sheets and attach material sample sheets,
site photographs, physical survey including footprint of proposed development, elevations, etc., where appropriate.

Building
-Repair front walls in kind along with wood trim
-Install new accent lighting sconces as shown 7"x41/4"
-Repair or replace in kind as needed wood window on front and install to match three window
positions to East side wall and three in North wall second floor
-Repair or replace front doors in kind with wood door and glass on mercantile and solid six panel on
residence
-Remove iron window and door coverings on mercantile space
-Replace existing mercantile windows with steel frame "Tudor Artisan" style stationary windows
-Demolish rear "lean to" addition to rear due to deuteriation beyond repair
-Re-install brick wall in rear with original window layout
-Re-install raked roof to rear with TPO or similar product
-Tuck and Point existing brick walls and clean without destroying antique mural signs
Please See Attached
3. Project Activities
Check all the items below that are included in this project and
provide a detailed description in accordance with Section 2 above.
Include a drawing and/or conceptual site plan of all included items
New Construction
Exterior modification of an existing building
Windows
Siding
Roof
Door(s)
Porch
Other (specify in narrative)
Addition to an existing building
Size of Addition (square feet):
Use of Addition:
Modifications of an existing parking lot
Installation of new parking lot, parking spaces, or loading spaces
Installation or modification of trash collection area (e.g. dumpster or cardboard recycling)
Installation or modification of exterior lighting
Installation or modification of fence or wall
Installation or modification of sign
Installation or modification of outdoor storage area
Installation or modification of accessory building (A building permit will also be required if building is over
256 square feet in size or greater)
Installation of solar panels
Installation or modification of other site features (provide details in Project Description Narrative above)
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application
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4. Applicant Information
The applicant must sign the applicant certification box. See item number 7 below.
Applicant Name:

Anthony W Goodwin

Mailing Address:

38 Linden Ave Portsmouth VA 23704

Phone Number(s): 757-320-3496
Email Address:

agoodwin3@cox.net

5. Property Owner Information (if different from applicant information)
The property owner must sign the property owner consent box. See item number 6 below.
Property Owner Contact Name: Arlington Square Portmouth LLC
Mailing Address:

507 Oaklette Drive

Phone Number(s):
Email Address:
6. Property Owner Consent (if different from applicant information)
By signing this application below, I, as the owner of the property under review, give my endorsement of this
application.
Property Owner or Authorized Signature:

Date Signed:

7. Applicant Certification
By signing this application below, I hereby attest to the truth and accuracy of all facts and information
presented with this application.
Applicant Signature:

Date Signed:

1/18/22

Submittal Requirements
Submit digital copies of all required documents. Hard copies of some documents may be required.
A. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL COA APPLICATIONS
Pre-Application Conference completed (recommended)
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application (completely filled out with all required information included)
Application fee or fee as established in City Code Appendix A Portsmouth Fee Schedule, if work has begun prior to
COA Application submission
Color photographs of the site showing all public views of site where work is proposed
A materials sample sheet showing color, type, manufacturer, and item number of new materials being proposed (i.e.
windows, siding, roofing materials, etc.)
Any additional information determined to be necessary by Planning staff
B. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CHANGES TO AN EXISTING STRUCTURE
Scaled physical survey/aerial GIS image of the property and proposed alterations (if applicable)
Elevation drawings for building facades subject to modification (if applicable)
Floor plans of affected areas of the historic structure (if applicable)
C. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ROOF REPLACEMENTS
If proposing a change in materials, material sample sheet(s) showing the design, color, and type of materials to be
used.
Letter from certified engineer indicating roof is not structurally repairable.
D. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SITES
Scaled physical survey of the property/aerial GIS image and proposed construction and alterations (if applicable)
(Note that certain development types will require a current physical survey.)
Elevations of proposed fences and other structures with dimensions (if applicable)
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application
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Submittal Requirements
Submit digital copies of all required documents. Hard copies of some documents may be required.
E. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS
Site drawing showing sign location
Scaled drawing showing sign face, border, mounting mechanism, color, size of sign and lettering, and materials
F. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND ADDITIONS
1. BUILDING INFORMATION: Submit on separate sheets.
Elevation of each building facade
Description of type of material(s) used on each façade elevation
Proposed building height(s) in feet and stories
Amount of fenestration on the ground floor and upper floor front façade of a commercial building (if applicable)
2. SITE INFORMATION: All of the following information must be provided on a scaled, physical survey. Submit survey
on separate sheet.
Acreage and square footage of the site
Proposed building height(s) in feet and number of floors
Footprints of all existing and proposed buildings, decks, patios, covered porches, and accessory structures (if
applicable)
Front yard, side yard, corner/end side yard, and rear yard setbacks (if applicable)
All easements with dimensions and designation as to type (if applicable)
Location and description of all existing man-made structures and site features (including monuments, etc.) both above
and below ground (if applicable)
Location of vehicular site access and off-street parking areas, including number of spaces (if applicable)
Location of trash collection areas, including dumpster pads and screening features (if applicable)
Location, height, and materials of proposed fences or walls (if applicable)
Location, height, and materials of proposed signs (if applicable)
G. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR DEMOLITION
A statement describing the need for demolition and plans for new use of property
Feasibility study/structural study/cost estimate for rehabilitation from a structural engineer or applicable professional
Color photographs showing need for demolition
For demolition projects disturbing more than 2,500 square feet, a land disturbance permit through the Department of
Engineering will also be required.

Case Number (Tidemark):

STAFF USE ONLY

Accepted Date:
Total Value of All Proposed Work:

Building Assessed Value: $
Preliminary Zoning review required:

Yes

$

No

Preliminary Zoning review completed
CBPA

New Survey Required?

Flood Zone:

Elevation Certificate Required?

Yes

No
Yes

No

Scheduled HPC/DDC Meeting date

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application
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SITE PLAN
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SITE PLAN
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FLOOR PLAN
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ELEVATION -01 - SOUTH
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ELEVATION -02 - NORTH
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ELEVATION -03 - WEST
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ELEVATION -03 - EAST
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3D VIEW
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Cuboid Architecture
Global Presence

009

DDC Feb. 2022 Agenda

Page 46 of 110

Brand Colors

Print and Online Usage

Primary
Colors

CMYK:
HEX:
RGB:
PMS:

0/95/20/0
ee2a7b
38/42/123
213

CMYK:
HEX:
RGB:
PMS:

51/5/3/0
71c5e7
113/197/231
297

:KLWH

CMYK:
HEX:
RGB:
PMS:

99/0/70/0
00a87e
0/168/126
334

CMYK:
HEX:
RGB:
PMS:

2/32/91/0
f7b334
247/179/52
143

CMYK:
HEX:
RGB:
PMS:

Secondary
Colors

BRAND GUIDELINES | PAGE 1

DDC
Feb. 2022 Agenda
5(9,6('2&72%(5

75/100/2/0
662d8e
102/45/142
2597
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CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

2

DOWNTOWN DESIGN COMMITTEE

3

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARING

4

TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022, at 6:00 P.M.

5

CITY HALL, SIXTH FLOOR

6
7
8
9
10

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

11

Jeffrey Butts, Chairman
Nathan Lahy, Vice Chair
Danielle Babcheck
Dawn Richardson

12
13
14

CITY STAFF PRESENT:

15

Julie Chop, Principal Planner
Jeff Miller, Assistant City Attorney

16
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19
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(Call to order at 6:00 p.m.)
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen. I would like to welcome you all to this
very important meeting today, Tuesday, January 4,
2020. Happy new year.
MS. RICHARDSON: 2022.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: 2022. Thank you.
Being held in the sixth-floor conference
room of City Hall.
I now confirm that all members of the
Downtown Design Committee are present by calling the
roll.
(Roll Call)

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Four members of the
Downtown Design Committee are present.
Commissioners, before you in the agenda
packet is the December 27, 2021, minutes. Do any
commissioners have any corrections or changes they
would like to make to the minutes?
Hearing none, we are in need of a motion
to approve the minutes.
MR. LAHY: I move to approve the
December 2021 minutes.
MS. BABCHECK: I second.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: We have a motion and a
second to approve the minutes from the December 7,
2021, public meeting.
As I call your name, please respond with a
verbal response.

17
(Vote)
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CHAIRMAN BUTTS: The minutes have been
approved by a vote of four.
The purpose of this meeting is to review
the applications that have been submitted and to
determine if they adhere to the guidelines set forth
in the Downtown Design Manual for the City of
Portsmouth and the Downtown Design Overlay District.
As such, we're obligated to make our decisions based
upon those standards and guidelines. Should you not
agree with the decision of this commission, you do
have the right to appeal, and you may see Ms. Julie
Chop seated over there for further instructions on
how to appeal.
At this time, I would like to move on to
the consent agenda. There's an application we've
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already reviewed and have found to be completely
consistent with the criteria.
Commissioners, should you wish to discuss
or make any stipulations on any application, then
that application must remain on the full agenda.
So we do have DDC-21-00023, porch removal.
MS. RICHARDSON: No.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Sorry. That is not the
right one. 24. That's the one. Thank you.
DDC-21-00024, 720 DINWIDDIE ST:
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: We have DDC-21-00024,
installation of a new porch at 720 Dinwiddie Street.
Is the applicant present? All right.
Really quickly if you could tell us about the
project.
THE APPLICANT: Sure. I should have put a
picture with it.
MR. LAHY: I'd like to place this item on
the consent agenda.
MS. CHOP: There's no discussion.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I just thought for the
record we would -MR. LAHY: We'll just vote.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: We wanted to put you on
the consent agenda because we felt your application
conforms to the guidelines, and we should have you
on your way.
MR. LAHY: Yeah. It meets all the
requirements.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I haven't done the
consent agenda before.
MS. CHOP: Somebody can make a motion.
MR. LAHY: I move to approve the consent
agenda with the one item on it.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I second that.
MS. BABCHECK: Now we vote.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Cool.
Applicants (sic), as I call your name,
please give a verbal response.

21
(Vote)
22
23
24
25

CHAIRMAN BUTTS: DDC-21-00024 has been
approved by a vote of four.
Do I have to talk about the COA, Julie?
MS. CHOP: No. We can just proceed with
the applications.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Cool. All right.
MR. LAHY: You're good to go, sir.
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MS. CHOP: We will email you the approved
COA before Friday.
THE APPLICANT: I will need a building
permit.
MS. CHOP: Yes. You'll need a zoning
permit. So we'll include that information as well.
THE APPLICANT: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: We'll move on to our -we'll proceed with the agenda for today.
DDC-21-00023, 939 GREEN ST:
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Is the applicant for
DDC-21-00023, porch removal at 939 Green Street
present?
THE APPLICANT: Yes, I am.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Excellent. Welcome.
Please come forward and explain the application.
State your name and explain your application.
MR. BRENNAN: My name is John William
Brennan. Most people call me Bill. I'm an attorney
here in Portsmouth. I've been an active member of
the Virginia State Bar for 55 years. And I've been
managing Effingham Green I since 2004.
The biggest problem we've ever had with
Effingham Green has been the balconies because they
are inartfully designed to begin with. They didn't
make that same mistake when they designed
Section III. But Section I, which is 915 to 951,
was a disaster. In fact, we had a couple of
collapses back in 2012. I have talked with Jackie
Columbia about this. She's the environmental
inspector that's been there for the last -- as long
as I've been there. And we both agree these
balconies are a real problem because it's so
expensive to repair. They cost about $6,000 to
repair. The condo association is not responsible
for it because it's a private area. It would
violate our own condominium documents to repair.
So we had a situation where a couple of
these balconies collapsed, one with two people on
it. And the City did an inspection, and they
condemned about nine of them.
We ended up going to Circuit Court. I got
an opinion from Judge Crow that we could take down
balconies where owners did not want to spend $6,000
to have them redone. And even if you get them
redone, it's only going to last about six or
seven years. So it's a big expense for the people
that live there.
Most of these condos in Section I, in fact
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all of them, are investor-owned. We only have one
single condo, and that's the person that I'm here to
represent tonight, David MacMinn and his wife
Debbie. And they bought this back in 1986 when
these were built, and they still occupy the same
unit. They're the ones that want to remove the deck
in the back, which is a first-floor deck. And it's
a danger to them because they're older people, and
they have debilitating arthritis. To make matters
worst, David had a stroke about the first week in
December, and they're pretty much financially
challenged at this point.
The condo association is willing to bear
all that expense. It would be about a thousand
dollars I guess, which is not a big deal for the
condo association.
So the only expense they'll have is
walling the thing up on the inside -- the drywall,
and paint, and this and that. That's not going to
run them more than about $150.
So I would certainly appreciate it if you
would approve this application because we would like
to get a building permit and do it as quickly as
possible.
Like I say, it's danger. A lot of people
walk down Broad Street late at night. Somebody
could hop on that balcony, smash in the back door,
which it's got a huge glass part, and put them in a
very compromising situation. So I think this is
something that needs to be done as soon as possible.
I don't know whether you're familiar with
the area, but as I said, it's a first-floor balcony.
And the only traffic that comes down there is out of
the tunnel or headed for Effingham Street. And they
really don't notice whether there's a balcony or
not.
And the adjoining balcony, which was also
a first-floor balcony, was removed about three years
ago, the 937. So there would be no disruption as
far as visual change. In fact, it would look much
better.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: What was the adjoining
balcony?
MR. BRENNAN: The adjoining was 937. It
was a first-floor balcony. 935, 937, and 939 all
have first-floor balconies. The only one that is in
good shape is the 935 that was repaired last year by
the owner.
MR. LAHY: You can kind of see. They've
got some that are there and some that aren't. To
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me, there's no major historical significance
associated with these balconies. No requirement for
the structures to have them. We've already removed
some.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: In place of the balconies
that have been removed on the ground floor, has it
been infilled with anything?
MR. BRENNAN: Well, we haven't removed it
yet. It's falling apart.
MR. LAHY: Some of the others I think he's
referring to.
MR. BRENNAN: When we remove the balcony,
we take down the door. First of all, we get the
balcony, take down the door, and then put plywood
and insulation and siding that matches the rest of
the siding. So it will look very good. Everyone of
them, we've removed 10 of them, and they all look
excellent.
MR. LAHY: I think you have a couple
different precedents here that support this
application. You have a ruling from a court in the
past to allow for the removal of these if my
understanding is correct. Like I said, it's already
happened. You can see there's no great change in
character to the structure just looking at the
photos here. So I support the application and am
ready to make a motion unless we have further
discussion.
MS. RICHARDSON: The condo association
supports the removal of the balconies?
MR. BRENNAN: Absolutely.
MR. LAHY: They're going to pay for it,
right? So they clearly seem to be supportive.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Have there been any
owners who have been in favor of rehabilitating
their balcony?
MS. RICHARDSON: He said there was one.
MR. BRENNAN: The only owners that I'm
aware of -- actually, I own 919, and that's a
first-floor balcony. It's hard to see it from the
street, though, because of the bushes. And I
repaired that. The gentleman at 935 repaired his
last year. The person at 929 repaired his. That's
a second-story balcony. There's three that are in
question and really should be repaired or torn down.
So we're going to have our work cut out for us next
year.
The first floor was so much easier than
the second floor and third floor because you have to
build the scaffolding.
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CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Any other comments from
the commissioners?
MS. RICHARDSON: They're doing a full
wall? There's no window being added?
MR. BRENNAN: No. No.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: You're just infilling the
door where the opening was?
MR. BRENNAN: We board it up and put
insulation and siding to match the rest of the
siding. So there's no way to enter the back, which
is safer for the person on the first floor.
MR. LAHY: I think it's pretty
straightforward. It's not even -- like, it's a
visual from the facade to the side. So if you're
seeing it, you're seeing it in passing. I mean, the
removal of the balcony is a visual. But what's
building the balcony is exactly the same as what's
there now. It's not like there's doors that open up
there. It's a side door.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: It's not like there's an
apartment.
MR. LAHY: It's just a little side door.
I'm good.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I'm thinking about a time
where, hypothetically, the owners want to remove all
the balconies and imagining a whole area of three
missing ones.
MR. LAHY: They're on there. You can see
on the street view.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: There's an area where all
three are gone?
MR. LAHY: Yeah.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Well, that's interesting.
MR. LAHY: I thought there was. Right
here. That building. They're all gone. We're
looking at this building now. That one to the right
of it, they're all removed.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I don't know if that one
ever had any because it has windows in that one.
Are there any areas where you had a whole
recess that had all the balconies removed?
MR. BRENNAN: Well, 915 to 931 -- let's
see. We've only got -- one was turned into a back
porch with stairway. I think there's only one left
in all of the first nine. If this is taken down,
there will only be seven left, two of which are
ground-floor units.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Are there any other
comments from the commissioners?
We're in need of a motion.
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MR. LAHY: I move to approve item
DDC-21-00023 as is.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Do we have a second?
MS. RICHARDSON: Second.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: We have a motion and a
second to approve DDC-21-00023. As I call your
name, please reply with a verbal response.
(Vote)

5

CHAIRMAN BUTTS:

6

DDC-21-00023 has been

approved.
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

MS. CHOP: Could we -- we will email you
an approved COA. Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I have that also in here.
I could say that -MS. CHOP: Okay, yeah, please do. I was
trying to remember. I was going to ask Jeff. Could
it be something that we could vote on? Is this the
time to vote on, like, the future balcony
applications for the removal within that section, if
one comes up, that they could be administratively
approved?
MR. MILLER: I think that could be done if
the board wanted to do that.
MS. CHOP: I don't know if you guys are in
favor of that since he mentioned there's several
that have the same situation. If that's a motion
that somebody wants to make, then I was just
suggesting it.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: We can probably do that
in new business.
MS. CHOP: Sure. We can wait and do it in
new business.

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

DDC-21-00025, 622 EFFINGHAM, ST:
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Moving on to applicant
DDC-21-00025 for signage and sign lights at 622
Effingham Street.
Is the applicant present?
MR. WATTS: Yes. Good evening and happy
new year to everyone. My name is Bruce Watts. I've
been before you all before. I'm the Vice President
of Development for Walter Cooper Companies.
We're proud owners of Holley Point at 622
Effingham that you all approved the overall design
for. I don't know if you all have seen the project
itself, but we're extremely proud of it. We call it
our flagship. And part of that is because you all
critiqued our design, and we think it's the best
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apartment complex not only in Portsmouth but in
Hampton Roads from a design standpoint. Thank you
very much.
We're here today to finalize the last
portion of this, which is Holley Point, named after
the great mayor of Portsmouth, Mayor James Holley.
So we need to get our lettering approved.
I think your staff has a report on what type of
lettering that we would put on the site. Also, the
lighting that's there.
I would like to get my architect on the
phone also in case there's some questions that I
can't answer. Is that okay?
MR. LAHY: Absolutely.
MR. WATTS: His name is Patrick
Kenderhouse. He's an architect.
Patrick -MR. KENDERHOUSE (via phone): Yes.
MR. WATTS: I'm here before the chairman
and the Downtown Design Review Committee, and we're
in the process of going over the signage.
So are there questions about what the
signage looks like? Materials? Size?
MS. RICHARDSON: The only concern I have
is that you're using acrylic letters, and we use
metal letters or wood letters. We don't use
plastic. So if you could change the material of the
letters. We like the font and the size.
MR. WATTS: Well, you know, I looked on
High Street and looked in the downtown area to try
to find materials that were different I guess, and I
saw a lot of plastic signs on the buildings.
This is a high-grade acrylic. If you want
us to go back and get a different material, we're
willing to do that. But I would like to be
consistent with what else is downtown. So does that
make sense? There's other materials in downtown
with signs that are acrylic or plastic.
MR. LAHY: It makes sense. But in the
sense of devil's advocate, bear with me, you speak
of this as a flagship and the best apartments in
Hampton Roads. Wouldn't you want to set the
precedent that's better than what's already there in
downtown? If the signs that are there are not
meeting the code requirements, wouldn't you want to
establish that precedent?
MR. WATTS: Like I said, Commissioner, I
want to be truly fair. So if you say to put metal
there, then that's what we'll do. But I'm saying my
observation, I've seen other signage in the DDC
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district that are acrylic or plastic. That's my
whole point.
We've got to get this open. We leased all
the apartments, 50, pre-leased them up. We'll start
moving them in in the middle of the month.
But if you say you want us to have
aluminum, then I'll come back with aluminum signage.
But I'm just saying that downtown you've got
lettering on your buildings that are plastic or
acrylic. That's my whole point.
MS. RICHARDSON: Our guidelines say wood
or metal. Plastic letters have not been approved by
this board.
MS. BABCHECK: It also could have been
before the Design Committee guidelines and stuff
like that too.
MR. LAHY: I think we have a lot of,
unfortunately, quite a few of nonconforming things
that sort of happened over the years from different
layers and levels of review and lack thereof, if you
will.
I think we could -- if we could agree to
go to an aluminum letter, that you wouldn't need to
come back to this committee. I think we could
approve this with the contingency that the letters
would change to aluminum. But I think we have to
stay within our guidelines. I don't see any real
hardship or precedent that we've approved as a
committee for this type of deviation.
MR. WATTS: Could I get my architect on?
MR. LACY: Absolutely.
MR. WATTS: Patrick, do you have any
feedback on the proposal for us to put aluminum
versus the acrylic?
MR. KENDERHOUSE: Looking at things
directly, they're both a very similar product. The
aluminum does have a stronger material, but they're
both durable and can be used on exterior finishes.
Like Bruce said, there is a lot of different
examples in the area of the plastic, as you said,
Mr. Commissioner, that was -- may not have been
approved by the board prior to this.
MR. WATTS: Patrick, can we get this
aluminum-type lettering product pretty soon in order
for us to get the development opened by the end of
the month?
MR. KENDERHOUSE: I would have to check
with the manufacturer. I can work with whatever
instruction on figuring that out.
MR. WATTS: Board members, are you saying
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you would approve for us to have aluminum-type
lettering tonight? Is that what I'm hearing?
MR. LAHY: Yeah. If we can agree to that
aluminum lettering, we can vote to approve with that
stipulation.
MR. WATTS: I would accept that.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Do we have a motion? I
have to make it official.
MR. LAHY: I know you do, certainly.
My review of the lighting -- and this is
my personal opinion -- looking back at the documents
you showed, there wasn't a specific fixture that was
actually shown. It was more of a fixture shown on
the building and labeled as decorative lighting. I
think these fixtures look great. I think they're
already installed. I don't think we should do
anything that would adversely affect that or the
budget of the project. So I'm totally good on all
the lighting. I'm not sure how anyone else feels.
MR. WATTS: Well, if you've been by there
at nighttime, it looks great. I just drove by there
a few minutes ago.
Again, I appreciate all the board has done
to help us to get to this point. We have gotten
nothing but rave reviews on this development.
MR. LAHY: I think it's wonderful.
MR. WATTS: You all should be very proud
of how you all, as a partnership, we worked
together. It cost us more money, but that's okay.
We blew our budget up a little bit, but It will set
a standard for other developers to follow.
MR. LAHY: I think so. I really like the
quality of the product as I've driven by recently a
few times.
So here we go. I move to approve
DDC-21-00025 with the condition that the letters
will be of an aluminum material and not the acrylic
or plastic material.
MS. BABCHECK: I second.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Commissioners, when I
call your names, a please respond with a verbal
response.

22
(Vote)
23
24
25

CHAIRMAN BUTTS: DDC-21-00025 has been
approved with the condition to replace the proposed
acrylic lettering with metal or aluminum. And the
light fixtures also have been approved as presented.
Thank you very much.
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MR. LAHY: That's even more exciting. We
like seeing the vacant lots get to some use.
MR. WATTS: We will have a grand opening,
and you will be on the invitation list. Thank you.
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DDC-21-00026, 454 CHESTNUT ST:
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Moving on to the
applicant for DDC-21-00026, additions/rehabilitation
at 454 Chestnut Street.
Is the applicant present?
MR. GOODWIN: That's me. I'm Tony
Goodwin, owner of 454 Chestnut Street.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Please explain the
application.
MR. GOODWIN: Well, mainly the intent was
to come in here and actually have open discussion so
we could present to you pretty much for the consent
agenda for next month.
In light of some new information I just
received plus other challenges that we feel like is
probably going to impact this project drastically
due to the fact we were in the process of selling a
piece of property, unfortunately, it cannot be sold
under the present conditions of some zoning
requirements we're dealing with up there. But at
any rate, we're going to move forward.
The initial idea of this 359-square-foot
concrete-block building that's been there since
sometime in the 1940s was the original structure and
doubled in size in the 1960s. It was home to
Safeway Cab for a number of years. In fact, it
actually was distinguished as being the oldest
minority-owned cab company in the state of Virginia
up until its demise once owners started dying off.
And then the facility came into the hands
of one person, which obviously I bought from,
Mr. Shepherd. We were marketing the property while
we were under contract, trying to find a use for
this building in the middle of a quarter-acre lot.
The beautiful thing about it is it's a
quarter-acre lot. It mirrors the exact same size of
the building that we have directly across Wall
Street, which is the alleyway for 900 and 906 High
Street.
So the master -- I would say the master
plan of this area would be to adapt to up-and-coming
projects that are coming on board such as the data
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center over in the former Meyers & Tabakin building
that you now recently approved to move forward.
So what we're looking to do and what we
have in hand right now is a potential client by the
name of Pelican Snowballs as a facility, a dessert
restaurant for all intents and purposes. They don't
operate in much space. They're very much a seasonal
business that operates from March or April to
sometime in November. And they're all about
creating foot traffic, which this area would
desperately need when it comes to the type of foot
traffic you're looking for. It would be families.
Their business model is very consistent,
as you've probably seen in other locations
throughout the Hampton Roads region. They encourage
outdoor dining for their snowballs, icy drinks. And
they have outdoor yard games and play areas kind of
fenced off to where people can stay safe from cars
parking and so forth.
So more details will come in February
during our normal meeting. Of course, many of those
things won't be attached to the building. So they
don't necessarily -- there will be accessories I
guess in the yard.
So in your package -- we'll just kind of
jump right into the concept. We threw together an
idea that could possibly take an existing structure
and increase it towards the east to combine the
doors and windows together, and then also to the
west.
In this picture here, it would mimic the
style and design of what was formerly known as
Tastee-Freez, which they had multiple locations
throughout the country, and they all had this flat
butterfly-shaped roof that created a walk-up window
on one side and a walk-up window for pickup. So we
kind of made this -- tried to resemble that.
If you notice on the top left-hand corner,
the lighter grayish color would symbolize the
original building. The rest of that would be a
veneer solid brick at the bottom about three feet
high, and that would continue around underneath what
would be glass up in the front. And then onto the
rear of the property in the top right-hand corner is
a layout of design that would add another
12-by-16-foot space to the rear for extra storage.
The original building is only 359 square feet. To
give you some sort of indication what that looks
like, that building can fit in this room three
times. So that's what's there. The significance
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for DDC for the downtown, this is 1952. This fits
in line with 1952's era, between 1952 and 1957.
So with that being said, I'm just asking
for discussion what everybody thinks. It's not a
cheap addition, but it's not an overly expensive
addition. But it does creates character to a
building that doesn't have much right now.
These would be the take-out windows. The
fencing to the left we would put along the property
line to the rear of the property. We've got an
18-wheel trailer that's been there about 15 years.
It's screening it. I don't want to put a solid
fence to where someone could hide behind it. With
the vertical split, at least it gives you the
screening, but you can still see through it if
somebody's standing behind it. It's a safety thing,
but it gives the visual appeal of having some sort
of buffer between our property and the property next
door, or at least screen what's been sitting there
for a number of years now.
I can't remember what is the next picture
there. Those are the order windows. This is the
site plan kind of showing the existing building
adding on. The red line is the roof line. To the
rear in the back corner used to be a garage. And in
the future we would like to add a garage back to
that same exact site within a few feet of the
property line as it calls for right now. Call it an
accessory structure, but it would look like a
standard garage-style building with a pitched roof
matching -- well, not matching once we do the
change -- but potentially just a pitched roof,
30-by-24-foot garage.
So I would like to get feedback tonight so
I know where to go from here, if you like that or
you don't like it, if you want to see something
completely different. Let's talk about the design
first if you don't mind.
MS. CHOP: Sure thing.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: So the existing
building -- thank you for presenting that.
MR. GOODWIN: Yes.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: The existing building,
which appears to be in the center of these three
pockets I guess -MR. GOODWIN: Yes.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: -- where it says
"existing building," you're intending to only
preserve -- you're intending to preserve -- I have
to point. You're intending to preserve this and
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this, these exterior walls, and demolish this wall
and this wall?
MR. GOODWIN: No. We're not demolishing
them. We're simply -- for instance, the way the
windows -- and if you want to put the picture, the
first slide I guess of the presentation, which has a
picture. The front of that building has a door on
one end, two 4-foot-by-4-foot windows in the middle,
and a door on the other end. There's no connection
between the two ends of that building. There's a
solid block wall between it. Because the original
building was on the right. And then the addition
maybe 15, 20 years later was put on to the left. So
they simply mirrored that.
What we're doing is simply pushing out in
front of that with a glass storefront window on top
of a three-foot knee wall made of brick. And you'll
still see that wall inside. But the tenant has
requested if we can consolidate the door to the left
and the window together making it more of a cased
opening. But that's not yet been decided. That
will ultimately be on the interior of the space.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: So to get to that front
part, you would enter the building -MR. GOODWIN: No customers come into the
building.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Correct.
MR. GOODWIN: Strictly take-out, walk-up,
and drive-through.
MS. CHOP: I didn't know that. Sorry. I
didn't know it was going to be a drive-through.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Yeah. There's a little
drive-through window I see in, like -- I think
there's in one or two slides down on the concept
slide. There's a plan.
MS. CHOP: I thought it was a pick-up
window, a walk-up.
MR. GOODWIN: It's walk-up and
drive-through. And all the car stacking will go to
the rear of the property and follow the circulation
of the way I set up the site plan.
MR. LAHY: Julie, do we have stacking
space requirements?
MS. CHOP: Yes.
MR. LAHY: Are they strictly for the order
box I'm guessing mostly?
MS. CHOP: They go from the -MR. GOODWIN: The circulation on the
property would be in one direction counterclockwise.
So the count that I had from basically drive-up
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window -- and they won't have an order box because
they come to the window to make the order. They
don't have an order box at the rear as you typically
see in a drive-through restaurant. You come to
order, they prepare and pass it through the window.
Next car.
What we determined was we could stack at
least four cars down the side of the building of the
new addition around the trash receptacle area
labeled on the site plan. And then basically you're
looking at about three to four cars that will be in
their own lane. They won't be blocking any other
traffic or cars from trying to back out of the
parking space or anything of that nature.
MR. LAHY: There's plenty of room for a
passing lane?
MR. GOODWIN: Oh, yeah.
MR. LAHY: Which one, McDonald's or
Wendy's?
MR. GOODWIN: Wendy's is horrible.
MR. LAHY: Yeah. They forced us to build
that.
MR. GOODWIN: Well, they forced you to
build it, but they need to be cited -MR. LAHY: I worked on the design.
MR. GOODWIN: -- which it backs up three
cars deep on Chestnut.
MR. LAHY: I meant more as a project
consultant that worked on the design. That was all
dictated by corporate.
MS. RICHARDSON: It would be interesting
if they came up and they ordered at this side of the
building and went around the back and picked up at
the other side.
MR. GOODWIN: We have a bathroom there.
That whole end of the building is a bathroom.
MR. LAHY: I also have concerns with
stacking right there at your entrance too. I think
the flow you show works great. It makes sense.
MR. GOODWIN: Everything goes through the
rear.
MR. LAHY: A couple of things that would
help with the plan, some detail on the garage,
materials and things like that. As you mentioned,
the Pelican has those outdoor spaces. So if those
are going to be incorporated, we want to see those
locations in this as well.
MR. GOODWIN: We were trying to put it all
up on the front on the patio. That seems to be a
bone in contention here. So that's going to be
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interesting how we're figuring this out.
MR. LAHY: The concerns with the
nonconforming setbacks and things are a bit bigger
than us.
MR. GOODWIN: Exactly.
MR. LAHY: I wouldn't have any problems
with that amenity at the front there. I think from
our standpoint I don't see any issues with that. I
think the setback stuff is something different.
MS. CHOP: With what at the front?
MR. LAHY: The amenities, for lack of a
better term. I assume it's sort of enclosed.
MR. GOODWIN: Yeah. They prefer to have
it, just for safety's sake not having kids walk off
into the drive lanes, they prefer to have some sort
of white picket fence.
MR. LAHY: Yeah. That's what I've been
looking at is the one on High Street.
MR. GOODWIN: By the way, that one is not
a Pelican Snowballs. But as we've all been told,
that one is not reopening.
MS. RICHARDSON: It was a Pelican
Snowballs. Then it went to Polar Bear.
MR. GOODWIN: Yeah. I heard the whole
story.
MR. LAHY: It was a decking company at one
point.
MR. GOODWIN: So, again, the Tastee-Freez
option, I'm pretty much adding creativity to a
building that's, like, what do you do? It's a box
with an A-frame roof.
I would, unless you -- again, I guess
basically what I'm looking at is the cost of
building that butterfly roof to mimic the
Tastee-Freez look is pushing upwards of 80 to 85,000
plus. I only paid 70 for the whole property. So
that makes it tough to figure out how to recoup that
investment.
But I do know that A-framed-pitched roof
on that building now -- the building caught fire and
burnt the roof off of it. They put it back.
There's a lot of charred wood in that attic, which
you don't have access to.
So there's a possibility -- and I'll throw
another iconic structure from the 1940s and '50s is
the Pure gas station. Right now it's about a 4/12,
maybe 5/12-pitch where it's pretty, it's not flat,
but it's not very steep. But the iconic -- and we
still have a building standing on Broad Street, the
McCarty's Wheel Shop, that looks like the Pure gas
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station, which is a 12/12, and I'm talking about a
hard 12/12 pitch where the roof goes even higher.
And then possibly just building a porch on the front
and not come all the way to the street. Not
necessarily calling it an addition. I would think
at this point it would be just an enhancement to the
existing facade rather than it be...
And then all the patio seating out front,
just make them tables and chairs with umbrellas.
MS. RICHARDSON: Still the Tastee-Freez
concept, the retro feel of that is really cute.
MR. GOODWIN: I know it is. I think your
setbacks are going to cause a problem with that.
But this is a repair to existing and not
increasing the square footage. Maybe, just maybe,
we can build an accessory structure directly to the
rear of it and separate with a causeway to give them
space to store their paper goods and ice-maker. And
all they have to do is walk from one side to the
other.
MR. LAHY: You're saying another option
would be to go with the Pure gas look, maintain the
footprint of your existing structure -MR. GOODWIN: Yeah. Take the two
four-by-four windows and make those two the walk-up
and the other two order take-out. I would say at
that point it's got -- I would have to open up a
wall in the middle to connect the two. We may
eliminate one of the front doors and make it a
window. You would have one, two, three windows all
the same size and then the door. And then the front
porch off the front of it.
So, like I said -- and I was prepared for
this only because of the fact of financial
constraints about selling the other piece of
property to build this thing. That was a huge hit.
That was just discovered this week.
MR. LAHY: So, Julie, that second option,
how does that fit into nonconforming?
MS. RICHARDSON: The building would remain
nonconforming.
MR. LAHY: Yeah. But he's not doing an
addition. So there's no zoning variance.
MR. GOODWIN: If we do an accessory
structure to the rear within five feet of the
building and make it a breezeway for them to get to.
MS. CHOP: I just don't want to say -MR. LAHY: My concern would be your
setbacks for the accessory structure coming into
play too. You might have setback issues with the
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new structure. Where if you build where the garage
is being proposed, I think that meets the setback
requirements. That's why I'm asking with these
caveats.
I like the look of both buildings. I
think the Pure look is really nice and could
possibly help streamline your project.
MR. GOODWIN: Oh, yeah. Because I've got
to put -- if I don't make delivery to the tenant by
the end of May, I'm out for a year. That's $80,000
worth of payments with no rental income coming in at
all. Probably will make it -- yep. Probably will
tear the building down at that point.
MS. BABCHECK: So the question really here
is -- because that building idea doesn't go along
with, like, any of the things in the book, right?
So the question is -MS. CHOP: So his option would be to apply
for a special exception through the Board of Zoning
Appeals to do option one that he presented first.
MR. LAHY: Is that just for setbacks? Or
is that for character or -MS. CHOP: So he could request that the
structure be expanded, the nonconforming structure
be expanded in whatever ways that he plans to. Or
he could -- or I guess his other proposal is to use
the building as is but make minor modifications.
MR. GOODWIN: Well, the windows -basically take the two four-by-four windows and make
them walk-up windows like in the proposed idea.
They're about 900 bucks a piece. Still be able to
do the drive-through on the side.
MS. CHOP: That way he's still making
changes, but he's not enlarging the structure. Can
he still make changes to the structure if he's not
increasing the footprint or anything?
MR. MILLER: I don't think it's something
we can answer here and now. I think it's something
we have to look at with Kelvin and try to figure
out. There ought to be a way to accomplish this.
MR. GOODWIN: Yeah. I know of two other
buildings that are smaller than 359 square feet.
We're going to tear that one down.
MS. CHOP: I think that, at this point, it
would be a good idea for you to have a meeting with
staff to discuss your options and what would be
feasible.
MR. GOODWIN: Is there anywhere in there
that says if I do not increase the building size by
more than 50 percent of its original size? Because
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right now as it is, 179.6 feet is actually half of
the building size. And if I build an addition of
175 square feet to the rear -- typically it was 50
percent. At least that's what DHR was talking about
when it comes to improving buildings. Then there's
a 15-percent number that I don't know where that
lies.
MS. CHOP: Yeah. I think there's, like, a
50 percent if there's a major restoration due to Act
of God. But that wouldn't apply to this.
MR. LAHY: From our standpoint, I don't
personally have issues with the design of the
Tastee-Freez building besides setback concerns. Are
there concerns with that design that we need to be
worried about?
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: You mean option one?
MR. LAHY: Yeah.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I do have a question.
And I'm not attacking in anyway. I was wondering
about the roof, the existing roof as it is. When
you -- say hypothetically option one is free to go,
and you can do it. Would you attach the butterfly
roof somehow into the existing roof, or would the
butterfly be set above the existing roof?
MR. GOODWIN: The existing roof would all
be removed, and it would all be affixed to the
existing concrete block. So basically the removal
of the roof, which I would say 60 percent of it is
charred and halfway burnt. They only replaced what
was completely burnt off. Or they added back to it
and didn't do anything else.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I think adding that
specific approach in your narrative would also help
to bring more clarity to what all of this existing
building is truly going to remain. That would be
very helpful. Because I was just trying to figure
out, like, earlier which of these walls are going
to -MR. GOODWIN: Yeah. In the second slide,
visually from this look here, the dark gray on the
ends would be literally what's outside. What's
inside is behind glass. That was the initial
thought. And then what's added on to the back, a
covered opening for when they get deliveries. So
it's not like the addition on the back goes all the
way across the back of the building, because there
is a small window in the bathroom. It's the typical
thick quarter-inch glass that pulls in and has a
metal grate on the outside.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: That's a new bathroom
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you're proposing? Or is it -MR. GOODWIN: That's where the bathroom
is. I have a building permit right now to basically
repair the bathroom and alter it to become more
suitable to handicapped accessibility. So I'm going
from a bathroom that was literally -- let's see.
How big was that. It had a toilet, a sink, and a
hot-water heater. Four-by-six. Where they put the
sink, I -- it was there. But I took that out and
obviously have been approved for a seven-by-six or
something like that inside there.
So that permit does exist for the interior
improvements. I would like to modify that permit to
obviously, if we go the Pure gas station look with
the 12/12-pitch and do a porch on the front of it or
an awning, that's another option -CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Worst-case scenario, you
can't do any of these new things. But the existing
building as it is, would it be able -- do you think
it would still be able to have enough space for the
requirements to be the Pelican -MR. GOODWIN: Pelican Snowballs out of -he said they have, like, 600 or 700 units nationwide
or here on the east coast I guess. Their smallest
store they operate is about 520 square feet. And
I'm, again, 359.
MS. BABCHECK: The one in the Food Lion
parking lot in Suffolk is smaller than that. It's,
like, the size of a shed.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I didn't know whether the
storage and all that would be -MR. GOODWIN: Well, the garage is not for
them anyhow. It's for my personal use. I was going
to have a space where I could have a garage. I'm
sitting on a 50-foot-by-50-foot lot in Park View,
and I don't have a garage. I would like to have
one. Why not here where the garage used to be?
There's a slab there.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: So they need, like, a
utility -- I'm trying to think of what the
requirements would be to operate this facility.
Worst-case scenario, if you still want to move
forward with it, but you can't do any overhang or
any of these things because of this ordinance for
that, but you still want to go ahead and go, I'm
just trying to see what all the minimum requirements
are. Like, some kind of working sink, I'm guessing
a freezer to keep all the crushed ice -MR. GOODWIN: They basically make their
own ice on site. They have stockroom space.
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If I can build a concrete block behind it,
flat roof with a breezeway between this building and
that building and call it an accessory structure and
not be an addition, it will be 16-by-11, which is
175 square feet I think. It's less than 50 percent
of the size of the building. It's the pleasure of
Zoning to meet the needs for the tenant and be in
line with the regulations set forth by Zoning on
this property.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I wonder. Would it
impact anything -- maybe -- I mean, you probably
can't answer it today. But I'm just thinking of
another scheme where, if permissible, the roof -the canopy rather; I'll use that term -- instead of
a roof, a new roof, maybe you are able to possibly
preserve the whole thing, and you just put, you
know, a taller canopy that goes completely over, you
know, the existing building.
MR. GOODWIN: I thought about that.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: But it probably could
still do the, you know, butterfly. It just doesn't
touch -MR. GOODWIN: I thought about that. And
the more the architect and I talked about it, the
more it would look like a gas station. You know, a
gas station of today. Not necessarily -CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Like a Wawa or something?
MR. GOODWIN: I'm saying a Pure gas
station just because they build them to be
architecturally pleasing, and they all look the same
way. They had chimneys on each side of the
building, which were not even functional. At least
I don't think they were. The one we had in downtown
was on the corner of Elm and High Street, and they
tore that down.
MR. LAHY: I think there's a big
conversation that needs to happen with the Planning
staff because I think -- correct me if I'm wrong -there's also concern about two stories. Did you say
it has to be two stories on this site?
MS. CHOP: It doesn't meet the building
height requirements. There's several -CHAIRMAN BUTTS: That must be for new
construction.
MR. LAHY: We're talking about new
construction.
MS. CHOP: At this point, it's
nonconforming for several different reasons,
setbacks plus the building height. So if he gets
the specific exception, then he could -- it would be
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able -- he would have the special exception to
expand despite the nonconforming aspects of the
building. And then there's the other option. So
either way, a conversation with Zoning and Planning
is needed.
MR. LAHY: I think that's the first step.
It's hard for us to make a decision or say yes or no
speculatively. I think that, you know, either of
what you're proposing, to me, I don't see major
issues with. I think the zoning concerns are really
what's going to hold everything up. Getting that
feedback from the staff I think will allow this to
become a more finalized packet for us. It's hard to
say we can support something when it doesn't meet
several zoning requirements. So I can't make much
of -- we can't make much of a decision until that
conversation takes place. That's just my opinion.
MS. RICHARDSON: I think if you got the
exception, that either the Tastee-Freez or the Pure
would please us.
MR. GOODWIN: I was going to say, that
would be helpful in the consensus of the
architectural side. Fits the district, fits the
look and everything that we're talking about.
As far as textures are concerned, as far
as the exterior materials, the brick instead of red
brick. Do the same white brick that's on Holley
Point. I brought a sample in. It's not a glazed
brick, but it's a white brick, standard '50s look.
Three-foot knee wall.
And then instead of having block, because
most likely there will be a need for an insulative
barrier to the building -- and I'm sure we'll fill
some of the block with Therlite material that will
give us some of that insulative barrier. But
instead of using Dryvit or stucco with a foam board
or one-inch foam board, I still use the one-inch
foam board, but instead I do furring strips and
possibly a wooden batting similar to what you
approved on Holley Point. So you get the look of
wood, the raised two-inch strip.
And then the last thing -- and that can go
on either structure, either concept, the
Tastee-Freez piece and also the Pure station piece.
If that's fine. The biggest question is the colors.
MR. LAHY: One other thing. I think the
meeting with City staff will allow you to know what
you have to ask for a special exception for, because
I don't think we know the full gamut of that at this
time.
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I do want to ask Julie what her thoughts
are, what the BZA process is. I've only been
through it once in Portsmouth. It was for that
Wendy's. That's why the Wendy's didn't get built
until there was a new mayor. And then council did
all of that. Because no one would even make a
motion for or against what we were presenting for
the Wendy's on the BZA board. It was a very
difficult process that we went through there. So I
don't want him to get into a situation like that
where it feels like he's going in circles -- comes
to us, and goes to BZA.
MR. GOODWIN: BZA meets every Tuesday,
right?
MS. CHOP: No. They meet once a month. I
can send you the schedule. But I've never -- I've
attended a lot of BZA meetings in my time, and I've
never seen them just not -MR. LAHY: It was weird.
MS. CHOP: It seems that would be a unique
situation. Obviously, we cannot predict how BZA is
going to decide on applications. But with a special
exception, it is different than a variance. So
typically, you know, the Board of Zoning, they
typically hear variances, which you have to prove
that there's a hardship that is preventing you from
doing something. But with a special exception,
proving that hardship is not required. So you're
just requesting an exception for the following
reasons, and you could explain that to them, and
they will take that into consideration. But it is
their discretion to approve it or not approve it.
MR. GOODWIN: All I'm looking to do is
make an addition onto the property.
MS. CHOP: Yep. So it can be used.
MR. GOODWIN: So it can be actually used.
MS. CHOP: So I think that -MR. GOODWIN: So I don't have to fork out
$6,000 to an architect to show this.
MS. CHOP: I mean, I think -MR. GOODWIN: If I fork out $6,000 to an
architect and they say, "Well, no, you can't do
that."
MS. CHOP: So I think that it would be
advisable to have a pre-application meeting before
you submit a special exception to make sure that
we're on the same page for the requirements for the
application. But I would assume that you could
write a very detailed narrative of what you plan to
do with the property, why you need the exception,
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and then include a lot of the materials you have
here. Like, the conceptual site plan, an elevation
from all four sides is what we would need. Similar
to what you need for a (inaudible) application is
what you need for the special exception application.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Anything you plan on
demolishing, like, also showing clearly what's
existing -MR. GOODWIN: I'm not demolishing a thing.
I don't have much to demolish. But I don't want to
demolish it because -CHAIRMAN BUTTS: You said the roof.
MR. GOODWIN: The roof, yeah.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: So being clear about
those -MR. GOODWIN: The roof is replacement, and
that should not stop me from repairing the roof.
Hell, I could get a notice of violation tomorrow on
it because it's got holes in the back and front.
I've got to repair it to keep in line with...
You know, I have one hand saying one thing
and the other hand saying nothing. It sounds like
to me they're saying you can't improve your
property, but over here they're saying you've got to
improve your property, or they're going to take you
to court. So where am I at?
MR. MILLER: Yeah, yeah. I got you. I
think we're getting a little far afield here. I
think you've heard that the board is generally in
favor.
MR. GOODWIN: Both concepts.
MR. MILLER: Yeah.
MR. LAHY: I like the fence. The colors
leave something to be desired. But that's the
business colors. That's their brand's colors.
MS. RICHARDSON: I would like to see white
as the primary with the pink and blue as accent on
the architectural details.
MR. GOODWIN: So the white -- and that's
the reason why I introduced the white brick to it
instead of red brick. So the white will fit -- it's
white. So you basically get 50 percent white on the
wall and 50 percent blue. And then the pink is very
minimal if it's nothing more than trim.
My hope was that, if I ended up getting
the glass enclosure on the front, what I was going
to do is put in a spiral duct inside of the glass,
inside the space with the duct air-conditioning and
heating system, and paint that. Actually, I was
going to paint it yellow at first, but then I think
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pink.

But that's on the inside of the glass.
But, no, I'm not -- in some of the
examples that they had, the color pink was used on
posts and maybe window frames. That's about it.
But the predominant colors were the blue, the light
blue. And it's, quite frankly, could actually be a
Williamsburg blue if you wanted it to be. It's
about right in the same shade.
MS. RICHARDSON: Brighter.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I have a question about
the mechanical. You stated that it would be
screened on the roof with the horizontal slats.
Now, at least in the scheme that's
presented, it's showing, you know, obviously a
well-sloped butterfly roof. So I was just
wondering, did you intend to -- because you need
some flat surfaces up there.
MR. GOODWIN: Yeah. It would be basically
right on top of the core section of the original
building is where it was proposed to go. That's
where all the support is in the walls underneath it.
It's not a very big unit. So it weighs maybe no
more than 300 pounds.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: So the ceiling would go
like that straight and then up again?
MR. GOODWIN: No. It was more flat in the
back on the butterfly and sloped up in the front.
And the curbing for the heating and
air-conditioning unit, it would follow the slope to
keep it level so you can sit the unit on top. It's
all electric. We won't have gas to the property.
But the screening would mimic the fence
style that we would do in the back.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: And you would use an
exterior ladder I'm guessing to access it?
MR. GOODWIN: It's not -- I think the
minimum.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: You may not need a hatch
from the inside?
MR. GOODWIN: No. I think it's fine. I
don't think we need to put a metal one.
MR. LAHY: Let's not get into that.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: It was just in here. So
I just -MR. LAHY: I meant more for him. The
fence is different from some of the historic
precedents we have. But I like the fence.
MR. GOODWIN: It was form and function for
me. Like I said, we want to screen it, but we don't
want to make it a blockade for people to hide behind
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it and either live there or potentially stand behind
it. I get it. It's going to probably have graffiti
on it within a month or two. Then we'll have to
figure out what to do then. It would be a wood
fence, natural, not painted preferably. Then when
it happens, then we have to figure it out. We might
have to paint it or stain it. If we paint it, I
would stain it white with a semitransparent white
stain. Then I'll just play along with the
environment as it gets hit.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: There's one last thing I
do have for you. There's also the -- Virginia has
its own construction codes, and they have one for
existing buildings. It may be worth checking to see
what the code says about what you're doing if you
are planning to renovate buildings of a historic
nature like this. Because I haven't worked on a lot
of historic buildings, but I know when I have, I've
had to always demonstrate how I fall between certain
criterion. Depending on how much work you're going
to be doing on the existing structure, like if
you're removing this whole roof, for example, and
then, you know, making openings, these kind of
things have to be reflected according to that code.
MS. RICHARDSON: I don't think this is a
historic structure.
MR. LAHY: Uh-uh. It's just a cinderblock
building.
MS. BABCHECK: I don't see how this is
relevant to the DDC at this point.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I'm just offering my own
knowledge.
MS. BABCHECK: I'm just asking.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: As Jeff Miller said -MR. GOODWIN: I would request from Jeff's
office as well as Julie to put me on the BZA first
opportunity we can to ask that question, can we
build an addition on to this building.
MR. LAHY: I think you need to meet with
Julie's department, and she can coordinate or tell
you who to coordinate that with. And then BZA will
just submit an application like you did for this.
MR. GOODWIN: As soon as possible.
MS. CHOP: Wait. What? What happened?
MR. LAHY: He needs to get on the BZA as
quickly as he can. So I suggest he meets with your
department as soon as possible.
MS. CHOP: I'll send you that information
tomorrow.
MR. GOODWIN: Okay. Timeline is tight.
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We would like to deliver to the tenant by the end of
May.
MS. CHOP: Okay.
MR. GOODWIN: And that doesn't include the
garage. The garage is only there for future plan.
MS. CHOP: So I would recommend not
putting any future plan on.
MR. GOODWIN: No. We're going to focus
solely on the -- unless building the garage on the
property line says, okay, you're doing something to
bring it to conform, at least the property. If that
is the case, then we'll bring it up. If we don't
need to bring it up, that's fine.
MS. CHOP: Okay. We'll talk about it.
MR. GOODWIN: You give and take in some
cases. What are we protecting the property for?
Are we protecting it for the future, or are we
protecting it for the people that actually own it
now?
MS. CHOP: I understand, Tony. We have to
go by what the zoning ordinance says. But sometimes
that doesn't make me happy either. But we love it.
MR. GOODWIN: At least the conversation
here was good. I like the fact that there's at
least -- we're making an attempt to turn something
into something better than it was and not saying
scrap it and start all over. But I can't afford
that. It will sit there and look like it does for a
while.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Your creativity is
appreciated.
MR. GOODWIN: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Thank you. Great to see
you again.
Madam Secretary, I think that concludes
our agenda today.
MS. CHOP: Do you want to -MR. LAHY: We want to talk about new.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: That's what I have next.
Sorry. I am script only until I get this down
naturally.
There is further business, correct?
MS. CHOP: Yes.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I would like to make one
announcement first just like I had made last month.
I think it was from Julie's email.
On December 1st regarding the upcoming
virtual Microsoft Teams information session on
historic tax credits on January 12th this month at
6 p.m. How do we sign up for that?
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MS. CHOP: I will send you guys another
reminder email with the link to the Teams meeting.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Okay. Yes.
And the last thing I had was Julie also
sent a reminder email about attendance, which will
be enforced. And she stated: Any member may be
removed from office by City Council for
inefficiency, neglect of duty, malfeasance, or
continued absence from regular or called meetings of
the board. Continued absence shall mean absence
from three consecutive meetings or a total of four
meetings in a 12-month period. Continued absences
will be reported to the city clerk.
Now, Julie, we can go to what you wanted
to discuss.
MS. CHOP: Sure. Go ahead, Dawn.
MS. RICHARDSON: I move that any balcony
in the first section of Effingham Green be approved
for demolition or repair as discussed previously
this evening administratively.
MS. BABCHECK: Second.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Commissioners, please
give a verbal response as I call your name.
(Vote)
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CHAIRMAN BUTTS: We have a vote of four to
approve administratively that Effingham Green -- go
ahead and finish it.
MS. RICHARDSON: The first section of
Effingham Green, the removal of balconies -MR. MILLER: It's on the record.
MR. LAHY: Just to follow up what you read
about attendance and stuff. This is probably not
the best platform to say it. But we've committed to
serving on this committee. The staff shouldn't be
tracking us down to confirm whether we're going to
be here. We should be responsible enough to notify
staff when we're not going to be here.
MS. BABCHECK: No. I'm not. I need that
second reminder. Sorry.
MR. LAHY: Okay. Done.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: I think I need the
reminder, too, sometimes. The reminder is helpful.
MS. CHOP: That's fine. Thank you, guys.
MR. LAHY: You know, we made commitments.
That's what we do.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Do you know of any new
applicants?
MS. CHOP: No. But we should adjourn the
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meeting first.
CHAIRMAN BUTTS: Yes. Please forgive me.
Is there any further business,
Commissioners?
Hearing none, this meeting is now
adjourned.
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, to-wit:
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I, Kimberly A. Watrous, Registered Professional

4

Reporter, a Notary Public for the Commonwealth of

5

Virginia at Large, of qualification in the Circuit
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Court of the City of Norfolk, Virginia, do hereby
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certify that this proceeding was recorded in

8

Stenotype by me and reduced to computer printout

9

under my direction; and that the foregoing
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constitutes a true, accurate, and complete
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transcript of such proceedings.
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DOWNTOWN DESIGN COMMITTEE
ACTIONS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022
6th FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
801 CRAWFORD STREET
WORK SESSION 5:30 PM/PUBLIC MEETING 6:00 PM

A.

CALL TO ORDER CHAIR BUTTS

B.

WELCOME CHAIR BUTTS

C.

ROLL CALL BUTTS, LAHY, RICHARDSON, BABCHECK, CHOP (STAFF
LIAISON), MERVINE (STAFF), MILLER (CITY ATTORNEY)

D.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES ADOPTED (4-0)

E.

SUMMARY OF THE PURPOSE OF DESIGN REVIEW CHAIR BUTTS

F.

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS CHAIR BUTTS

G.

CONSENT AGENDA DDC-21-00024

I.

REVIEW APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENES (COA)
**CONSENT AGENDA: Applications that have been examined by the Downtown
Design Committee and have been found to be complete and consistent with the design
guidelines are approved at the beginning of the meeting and are approved as submitted.
NEW APPLICATIONS
DDC-21-00023

PORCH REMOVAL

Request of David and Debbie Macminn to demolish existing first floor balcony and
remove balcony door and install insulation, plywood, and new white vinyl siding to
match existing in composition, size, shape, color, and texture. The property is located at
939 Green Street.
APPROVED (4-0) Commission approved the request to demolish existing first floor
balcony and remove balcony door and install insulation, plywood, and new white vinyl
siding to match existing in composition, size, shape, color, and texture.

Planning Department
801 Crawford Street • Portsmouth, VA 23704-3822 • (757) 393-8836 • Fax: (757) 393-5223
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DOWNTOWN DESIGN COMMITTEE ACTIONS
JANUARY 4, 2022
PAGE 2
DDC-21-00024

INSTALL NEW PORCH

Request of Greg Brown to remove existing damaged concrete stairs (located in the
backyard) and replace with an 8ft x 8ft wooden porch with handrails and be similar in
style to the existing front porch and stairs. They will be painted blue and white to match
the existing house colors. The property is located at 720 Dinwiddie Street.
CONSENT AGENDA
DDC-21-00025

SIGNAGE AND SIGN LIGHTS

Request of Lance Paulick, of WODA Cooper Companies, to install a 4' x 11' hardie
reveal panel (fiber cement) in Sherwin Williams Monterey Tan (already installed),
three (3) wall mounted aluminum shade light in textured bronze (already installed), and
laser cut acrylic post mount 9" lettering and 6" numbers in Sherwin Williams Status
Bronze (HOLLEY POINTE 622). The property is located at 622 Effingham Street.
APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS (4-0) Commission approved, with conditions, the
request to install a 4' x 11' fiber cement hardie reveal panel in Sherwin Williams
Monterey Tan; three (3) wall mounted aluminum shade light in textured bronze; metal
or aluminum (NOT PLASTIC OR ACRYLIC) 9" lettering in Sherwin Williams Status
Bronze to read “HOLLEY POINTE”; metal or aluminum (NOT PLASTIC OR
ACRYLIC) 6" numbers in Sherwin Williams Status Bronze to read “622”. Font to
match style as shown in submitted application. Approval is for this sign ONLY, for
location designated in application packet.
DDC-21-00026

ADDITIONS/REHABILITATION

Applicant requesting a preliminary review for the January 4th meeting.
Request of Anthony Goodwin to add an addition to the existing building and will be
constructed of concrete block to match the white brick veneer, glass windows, and 12”
glass blocks. Roof underside will be TekTum III materials and top of roof will be TPO
grey. All mechanical equipment will be located on the roof and screened with
horizontal slats similar to the fence style in the rear and trash area. The covered patio
area will be concrete slab potentially stamped with white picket fence style railing.
Proposed accessory building as well. The property is located at 454 Chestnut Street.
Discussion: Pelican Freezee establishment; opening to be seasonal. Horizontal slat
fencing to be placed along adjoining property and same material and design to be used
for mechanical unit screening, future detached garage/storage building to be similar in
material and design of the main building, walk-up and drive-thru, one-way traffic
pattern. Primary color to be white and accent with company colors. Non-conforming
structure; apply to the BZA for additions. Potential demo of the existing structure.
Applicant requests a pre-application meeting about possibilities with the property.
Planning Department
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DOWNTOWN DESIGN COMMITTEE ACTIONS
JANUARY 4, 2022
PAGE 3
I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
J. NEW BUSINESS APPROVED (4-0) Commission approved the administrative
approval for Effingham Green Condominiums (Section 1 ONLY), for either removal or
repair of the balconies.
K. ADJOURNMENT
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